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January 2025

Honorable Kay Ivey
Governor of Alabama
Alabama State Capitol
Montgomery, AL 36130

Honorable Members of the State Legislature
State of Alabama

Alabama State House

Montgomery, AL 36130

Dear Governor Ivey, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Commissioners and dedicated Alabama Crime Victims Compensation staff, I am honored to submit
the Commission’s Annual Report for fiscal year 2024.

Our mission at ACVCC is to provide financial compensation to eligible victims of violent crime and to cover the cost
of sexual assault forensic exams. ACVCC processed 3,427 total compensation claims and paid out $3,365,843 this
year, marking an 18% increase in claims processed and a 28% increase in monies paid to victims over last year. Of
that, nearly half a million dollars was used to cover the cost of 1,100 sexual assault forensic exams. We accomplished
this with compassion, fairness, and respect with a staff of only twenty.

While we are pleased with our increased productivity, we will continue to face financial challenges as the rate of
violent crime in our communities shows no sign of abating. We most certainly appreciate the Governor and the
Legislature’s ongoing support of ACVCC by remembering us in the General Fund. Their providing our agency with
additional funding and emergency funding has allowed us to assist more victims than in previous years.

Through outreach programs, we met with many victim service providers and law enforcement groups across the state
of Alabama this year. We also hosted a seminar for crime victim specialists from around the country on how to be
more effective and compassionate in our correspondence with crime victims.

I am proud of the work we do at the Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission. We will continue to strive
to provide compassionate and quality service to crime victims and their families in furtherance of our motto, “There
is Hope. There is Help.”

ays tg Ser, :

verette L. Jphnson
Executive Director

There is Hope. There is Help.

334-290-4420  334-290-4455 (fax) 1-800-541-9388 (victims only)

www.acvece.alabama.gov
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r. Holly Brown-Owens is the Lead Biology Instructor for the Science

Department at Wallace Community College in Selma, Alabama. Prior to

coming to Alabama, Dr. Brown-Owens was a Physical Scientist with the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration in Charleston, South
Carolina. While in South Carolina, she was afforded the opportunity to travel
abroad on many occasions to present her research as well as meet with past
Nobel Laureates in Germany to discuss the trends of minorities in Science. She
received her Bachelors of Science in Biology from Stillman College and her
Masters and Ph.D. from Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University. Dr.
Brown-Owens teaching interests include Anatomy and Physiology as well as
Microbiology. Dr. Brown-Owens work in Selma and Montgomery over the past decade has
allowed her to work closely with many different young people in a variety of settings. She
communicates directly with them about their needs while discovering ways to be most helpful. Dr.
Brown-Owens resides with her husband and three children in Montgomery, Alabama.
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advocacy, having helped pass legislation, advance public policy, teach at

police academies, and work directly with hundreds of victims of crime. In
August 2017, she was appointed as Director of the Office for Victims of Crime
(OVC), the lead victim assistance agency within the U.S. Department of Justice,
where she was responsible for nearly $8 billion in grant funding for services
and programs to help survivors of crime. Before joining OVC, Ms. Hutchinson
volunteered at rape crisis centers in Texas and Alabama, and served as
president of a victims' support group. Ms. Hutchinson's experience of being
kidnapped at gunpoint inspired her to become a champion for victims' rights
and public safety. Simultaneously, she’s had a 20-year career in publishing and communications.
In June 2022, Ms. Hutchinson was appointed by Governor Ivey as an ACVCC Commissioner. Ms.
Hutchinson holds a B.S. in Journalism from Troy State University.

| |on. Darlene Hutchinson has more than 25 years of experience in victim

Sheriff’'s Office in 1975. He has experienced all aspects of the operations

of the Sherift’s Office. He was first elected Lee County Sheriff in 1998
and is still serving. His obtained a BS degree from Auburn University in 1976
and a MS degree from Troy State University in 1980. His professional
education and training includes the FBI National Academy (146th session), FBI
Law Enforcement Executive Development Seminar (58th session), National
Sheriff’s Institute (Class 00-1), Southern Law Enforcement Executive
Development Seminar (1999), and the United States Secret Service Dignitary
Protection Seminar (2003). His professional affiliations include service as a
governor’s appointee to the Advisory Committee on Women in Criminal Justice, the Alabama
Crime Victims Compensation Commission, the Alabama Local Government Records Commission
and the Alabama Peace Officers Annuity and Benefit Fund board. His professional memberships
include the FBI National Academy Associates, the Police Futurists International, the National
Sheriff’s Association, the Alabama Sheriff’s Association, the Law Enforcement Executive
Development Association, the Alabama Jail Association, the Alabama Peace Officers” Association
and the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #21. Sheriff Jones’ civic involvement includes
membership in the Auburn Rotary Club and the Bleecker Ruritan Club. He has also served as an
adjunct instructor of Criminal Justice at Auburn University.

f Heriff Jay Jones began his law enforcement career with the Lee County
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verette Johnson comes to ACVCC from a law enforcement

background. He retired from the Montgomery Police

Department after 20 years of faithful service. During his role within the
police department, Director Johnson served victims of crime by bringing
offenders to justice and providing assistance to those in need. He helped
create the police department at Faulkner University and assisted law
enforcement agencies throughout the state with the Criminal Justice
Information Services at the Alabama Law Enforcement Agency. Director
Johnson holds an undergraduate degree in Justice and Public Safety from
Auburn University at Montgomery. He also has a graduate degree from
Faulkner University in Justice Administration. He also has served as the President of the Alabama
Fraternal Order of Police representing over 8,400 law enforcement officers from throughout the
state.

Jd1J dAILNDIXS
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It is the mission of the Alabama Crime Victims
Compensation Commission to provide financial
compensation to eligible victims of violent crime all the
while treating them with compassion, fairness, and respect.
The Commission works within the State for advocacy of
victims’ rights. We strive to give victims and their families
hope.
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Creation of the Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission (Commission)

The Alabama Legislature passed the Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission Act
June 01, 1984, becoming the 40th state to pass a law to compensate victims of violent crime. The
year 2024 marked 40 years of assistance being available to Alabama’s innocent victims of violent
crimes. The Commission provides the only substantial financial compensation to victims for
expenses due to personal injuries. This includes medical expenses, funeral expenses, counseling
expenses, lost wages, moving expenses, prescription expenses, and emergency funds. All applicants
must meet eligibility criteria before compensation may be awarded. Alabama has a unique
program that incorporates the best of many other states' programs, as well as some original ideas
of its own.

One of the features of Alabama’s law which makes it unique is the existence of a three-member
Commission, appointed by the Governor. Additionally, there is a requirement to include on the
Commission, either a victim of a crime of violence who suffered serious personal injury or an
immediate family member of a homicide victim. This provision insures that each claim is viewed
through the eyes of a victim. The law also provides that one member must be a law enforcement
officer with a minimum of 10 years experience in or with a law enforcement agency that investigates
violent crimes. This provision lends a great deal of expertise to the decision-making process.

Amendments to the Compensation Law

In 1986, amendments to the ACVCC law passed requiring all persons convicted of a felony pay
a victim assessment fee.

In the 1990 regular session of the Legislature, amendments passed increasing the limits for
funeral expenses from $2,000 to $3,000. This amendment also provides additional funding for
district attorneys to employ at least one victim service officer in each circuit.

In the 1995 regular session of the Alabama Legislature, amendments passed authorizing
payments for sexual assault examinations; further defining reasons for diminishing or denying
compensation awards; and clarifying that additional costs and assessments shall be assessed in
certain juvenile and youthful offender cases.
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1995 was a historic year for crime victims in Alabama because the Alabama Constitution was
amended to include certain rights for victims of crime. Alabama law requires that within 72 hours of
a crime being reported, the law enforcement agency investigating the crime shall provide the victim
with information about the victim's rights, the availability of crisis services, availability of financial
assistance from ACVCC, and information about the procedural steps of a criminal prosecution.

During the 1997/1998 regular session, the Alabama Legislature amended the ACVCC law
making the following changes:

e  Criminally Injurious Conduct shall include the act of terrorism as defined in §2331 of Title
18, United States Code, committed outside of the United States, against a resident of this
state.

e The maximum compensation allowance increased from $10,000 to $15,000.

e Increased the allowable amount for expenses relating to funeral, cremation, or burial from
$3,000 to $5,000.

e Increased compensation for work loss, replacement services loss, and dependents'
replacement service loss from $200 to $400 per week.

e The maximum compensation for future economic loss increased to $5,000.

e Clarifying language added to §15-23-4 to keep the names and addresses of the victim or
claimant confidential.

e Llanguage added to §15-23-12 to clarify the circumstances for filing with the Commission
later than one year after the injury or death upon which the claim is based "unless" the
Commission finds good cause.

e Llanguage added to §15-23-12 to clarify reporting to a law enforcement officer "later than"
seventy-two hours after the crime’s occurrence, unless the Commission finds there was good
cause for the failure to report within that time.

During the 2014 regular session, the Alabama Legislature amended the ACVCC law to make
the following changes:

e The maximum compensation allowance was increased from $15,000 to $20,000.

e Increased the allowable amount for expenses relating to funeral, cremation, or burial from
$5,000 to $7,000.

e Increased compensation for work loss, replacement services loss, and dependents’
replacement services loss from $400 to $600 per week.

e The $5,000 maximum for future economic loss was removed and replaced with maximum
payout.

e Language was added to address loss of income by domestic violence victims who escaped
an abusive relationship.

e A provision for promotional items was added.

In 2020, ACVCC adopted the following changes pursuant to an administrative rule:

e The maximum compensation allowance was decreased from $20,000 to $15,000.
e The maximum compensation allowance was increased from $15,000 to $20,000.

In 2022, the Legislature granted the Executive Director the authority to determine eligibility for
all claims. It also changed the Commission meeting from monthly to quarterly. The Commission
continues to hear all appeals.

IH ANV NOISSIW
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The Commission is funded by the collection of fines,
court costs, restitution, and a federal grant.

Court Costs

The clerk of court for each respective judicial circuit collects the fines, fees, and restitution owed
to the Commission by criminal offenders. The court clerk remits these monies to the Commission
each month. The court clerk is responsible for the important task of maintaining accurate records of
the amounts due the Commission for deposit into the Crime Victims Compensation Fund.
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The Commission receives $2 from each moving traffic violation such as a speeding ticket. For
each misdemeanor or violation of a municipal ordinance an additional court cost of $10 is
collected for the Crime Victims Compensation Fund. If the offense constitutes a felony, $15 in
additional court cost is imposed.

Victim Assessment Fees

Alabama law requires a Victim Assessment Fee be imposed for all felony or misdemeanor
convictions. The minimum victim assessment fees are mandatory; however, the judge does have
discretion to order an amount above the minimum. Judges are required to order the victim
assessment fee for juvenile and youthful offender cases as well as adult cases.

Amended in 1990, the felony victim assessment fee minimum is $50, with a maximum
assessment of $10,000 possible. The Commission receives the first $25 of the assessment. The
Office of Prosecution Services receives the second $25 of the assessment. The Commission receives
any portion of the assessment above the minimum.

The misdemeanor victim assessment fee minimum is $25, with a maximum assessment of
$1,000 possible. The Commission receives the first $12.50 of the assessment. The Office of
Prosecution Services receives the second $12.50 of the assessment. The Commission receives any
portion of the assessment above the minimum.

Subrogation

Under Alabama law, the Commission is automatically subrogated to the victim's or claimant's
rights to recover compensation from collateral sources; such as, insurance payments, civil suit
recoveries, restitution orders, or settlements. Alabama law requires a victim or claimant who initiates
any legal proceeding to recover restitution or damages related to the victimization, provide the
Commission written notice of the action within fifteen days of filing the action. The Commission is
subrogated to the extent of any compensation awards resulting from the given victimization.
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Restitution
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Judges may order defendants to pay restitution to the victim for expenses incurred as a result of
the victimization. In cases where the Commission has awarded compensation, restitution may be
ordered directly to the Commission as reimbursement.

Donations

Alabama law allows the Commission to accept gifts and donations. The Commission is grateful
to those who have generously chosen to donate to the Alabama Crime Victims Compensation

Fund.

Federal Grant

In 1984, the United States Congress passed The Victims of Crime Act (VOCA). The U.S.
Department of Justice, as mandated by the VOCA legislation, collects fines and fees from offenders
convicted of federal violations. Each year these federal funds are made available to the various
states' crime victims’ compensation programs in the form of federal grants. The federal grant’s
calculation for funding to victim compensation programs is 75% of state-funded payouts.

' ' ' Office for Victims of Crime

JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS
JUSTICE FOR ALL
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Eligibility

Any person who is an innocent victim of criminally injurious conduct and who has sustained
personal injuries as a result, a surviving spouse or child of a victim who died as a result of criminally
injurious conduct, or a person authorized to act on behalf of a victim or a dependent may be

eligible for compensation. Applicants must meet all eligibility criteria before compensation may be
awarded.
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How to Apply

A crime victim or their representative (claimant) makes application by completing and signing a
compensation application. An application may be obtained by calling (334) 290-4420 or toll-free
at 1-800-541-9388 (victims only). The application and other information about compensation is
available on the Commission website, www.acvcc.alabama.gov. Applications and brochures are
generally available at district attorneys' offices, sheriffs' offices, and police departments. Each district
attorney's office has a victim service officer (VSO) available to inform and assist victims with
compensation applications. The Commission's staff is also available to answer questions and assist
in completing the application. The application is available in English and Spanish. The Commission
offers free language assistance to persons with limited English proficiency.

Compensation May Include

Currently, the maximum compensation is $15,000 with limitations on certain expenses. The
compensation may cover the following:

e Medical care—including doctor and hospital care, dental expenses, prescriptions, medical
supplies, inpatient psychiatric care, efc. This does not include expenses covered by
insurance. Medical expenses are reimbursed at a reduced rate.

e Counseling—including counselor, psychologist or psychiatric fees for counseling, unless
covered by another source. There is a maximum of fifty sessions or $6,250. Payments are
limited to $80 per hour for licensed professional counselors and social workers; $100 per
hour for psychologists; and $125 per hour for psychiatrists. The rate for group therapy is
$60 per hour.

e Funeral expenses—including funeral home expenses, cremation, burial expenses, and
monument up to $5,000 combined.

e  Work Loss—including the victim, claimant, or immediate family member's net (take-home)
weekly pay for a reasonable length of absence from work. There is a maximum of $400 per
week for work loss, annual leave, sick leave, personal leave or holiday, up to twenty-six
weeks may be considered.

e Rehabilitation—including vocational or physical therapy, if not covered by another source.

e  Moving—up to $1,000 total for security deposits, utility deposits, or moving costs may be
available in extreme circumstances when the victim is in imminent physical danger and the
offense occurred at the victim’s home.
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e Future economic loss—future expenses or losses to the victim or victim's dependents
resulting from the victimization. Losses must be justified with an explanation of how losses
were calculated.

e Replacement services loss—expenses the claimant would not have suffered had the victim
lived may not exceed $200 per week and is limited to a maximum of twenty-six weeks.

e Travel—expense incurred to obtain out-of-town medical or psychiatric care, to attend court
proceedings related to the victimization, or attend the victim’s funeral. Compensation is
based on current State of Alabama, in-state travel guidelines.
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The Commission compensates only those expenses not covered by another source, such as
insurance, workers' compensation, etc. The Commission will not award compensation if it results in
a double recovery for the victim or claimant. Stolen property, checks, and cash are not eligible for
compensation.

Supplemental Compensation

Provision is made for supplemental compensation, within the defined maximums, as additional
expenses arise. The victim or claimant need only submit the expense. The Executive Director will
review the supplemental request for eligibility.

Travel expenses to a parole hearing may also be considered as supplemental compensation. In
order to be eligible, the victim or claimant must have a timely, approved compensation claim.

Emergency Compensation

Provision is made for disbursement of emergency compensation, up to $1,000, in cases where
urgent need is substantiated and critical services cannot be obtained without payment.

Sexual Assault Forensic Exams

In July of 1995, Alabama law was amended to allow medical providers to submit bills for the
charges of forensic medical examinations for the purpose of gathering evidence and treatment for
preventing sexually transmitted infections in sexual abuse crimes and offenses.

The Commission also pays for the HIV prophylaxis. When medical personnel evaluate a sexual
assault victim, a forensic evidence kit is collected. The bill for these services is then submitted to the
Commission for payment consideration. This provision ensures sexual assault victims do not have to
pay for the collection of forensic evidence.

Sexual assault victims may be compensated for other eligible expenses incurred and are
encouraged to make application using the regular compensation application.
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Application Received

The processing of a compensation claim begins with the receipt of an application. The
application is date-stamped and given to an Administrative Support Assistant (ASA). The ASA enters
the application information in a claims management system and assigns a claim number. The ASA
reviews the application for completeness and mails a letter to the claimant confirming receipt of the
application. If additional information is needed from the claimant, it is requested in the receipt
confirmation letter. The claim is then given to a Crime Victim Compensation Specialist (Specialist)
for the verification process.

Verification

The claim is assigned to a Crime Victims Compensation Specialist. The Crime Victims
Compensation Specialist gathers relevant documents and information. He or she then compares the
facts and circumstances of the claim to the eligibility criteria. Then a summary statement of the
victimization is presented to the Executive Director for a final decision.
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Claim Decision

For approved compensation claims, a letter is sent to the claimant informing them of the
approval and any payment(s) made.

For approved, but reduced compensation claims, a certified letter is sent to the claimant
explaining the reason for the reduction and any payment(s) made.

For not approved compensation claims, a certified letter is sent to the claimant explaining the
reason for the determination.

Notification of the eligibility determination and payment(s) is also sent to the appropriate district
attorney’s office, probation office, and court clerk’s office. This information is provided to assist at
any restitution hearings related to the victimization.

Commission Meetings

The Commission holds quarterly open, public meeting, at its office in Montgomery. Meetings
are published on the Alabama Secretary of State’s website in compliance with the Open Meetings
Act. Special-called meetings are also published on the Alabama Secretary of State’s website.

https://www.openmeetings.alabama.gov/generalpublic/display_notices.aspx
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Eligibility Criteria

e The victim must have suffered bodily injury or psychological injury as the result of a direct,
face-to-face threat of physical injury, or actual physical injury or death as a result of the
criminal actions of another.

e The incident must have occurred on or after June 01, 1984.

e The claimant must submit a signed and notarized claim application.

e The claimant/victim must be a United States citizen, legally present in the United States, or
an alien eligible for public benefits. Victims of domestic violence and victims of human
tracking are considered aliens eligible for public benefits.

e Proof of U.S. citizenship, legal presence in the U.S., or proof of being an alien eligible for
public benefits must be provided for every claimant/victim.

e The incident must have been reported within 72 hours after its occurrence or the
Commission must find there was good cause for the failure to report within that time.

e The application must be filed within one (1) year of the incident unless the Commission finds
there was good cause for the failure to report within that time.

e The claimant or victim must cooperate fully with law enforcement and the Commission staff.

e The Commission will not pay for expenses covered by a collateral source. For example,
insurance, and/or restitution from the offender.

e The victim or claimant must not be the offender or an accomplice of the offender. For
example, a victim who was committing a robbery when he/she was injured would not be
eligible for compensation benefits.

e No portion of the compensation benefits shall benefit the offender or accomplice.

e Applicants who commit criminally injurious conduct or are convicted of a felony after
making application for compensation benefits are ineligible for compensation benefits.

e A claim may be reduced or denied if it is determined that the claimant/victim contributed to
the criminally injurious conduct.
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Appeal

If a cloimant disagrees with the Commission's decision regarding his/her claim’s eligibility, the
claimant may request an appeal. The request for an appeal must be made to the Commission in
writing and must be signed by the claimant. The Commission must receive the appeal request within
thirty days of the claimant's notification of the decision.

When a timely request for an appeal is received, the claim is placed on the Commission's
appeal docket. The Commission sends the claimant notice of the hearing via certified and regular
mail. The Notice of Administrative Appeal Hearing advises the claimant of the procedure for the
hearing and the Commission's assertions of fact and law.

The hearings are presided over by a governmental hearing officer; however, the three-member
Commission renders the final decision in the appeal hearing. After the Commission renders its final
decision, a Final Order, detailing the Commission's findings is prepared and sent to the claimant
via certified mail.
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Commission Publications

The Commission publishes numerous brochures about victims’ rights and issues. Some of these
were created by the Commission and some were made available by a grant from the Office for
Victims of Crime, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. Many brochures are also
available in Spanish. The Commission also publishes the book, What's Left After Crime2 HOPE!!.
Publications may be obtained by contacting the Commission's office, downloading them from
acvce.alabama.gov, or attending the Commission's training events. The publications are provided
to claimants, victims, and allied professionals free of charge.

—
C
oo
—
Q
=
O
Z

Persons with Limited English Proficiency

The Commission provides Persons with Limited English Proficiency with meaningful access to its
services. Free language assistance is provided during every stage of the compensation process.
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY

OCTOBER 01, 2023 TO SEPTEMBER 30, 2024

RECEIPTS
Court Fees - City 812,400.66
Court Fees - County 851,199.17
Restitution 198,180.97
Victim Assessment Fees 787,874 28
Civil Suits 0.00
Interest from Investment Holdings 1,043,426.23
General Fund Approproation (including 3100k for VOCAL) 1,500,000.00
Federal VOCA Funds (drawn-down in FY2024) 600,000.00
Miscellaneous 7,304.82
TOTAL 5,800,386.13
DISBURSEMENTS
Awards Paid to Victims of Violent Crime 2,874,041.42
Sexual Assault Forensic Exams 491,802.98
Prior Year Expenditures 27,175.61
Bank Charges/Fees 2540793
Unclaimed Property 1,169.54
Miscellaneous Expenditures 2,876.83
Administrative Costs
Personnel Costs 1,277.5258.96
Employee Benefits 52194372
Travel - In-state 2.298.20
Travel - Out of state 578377
Repairs & Maintenance 6,738.99
Rentals & Leases 13,268.47
Utilities & Communication 70,250.51
Professional Semnvices 103.151.82
Office Supplies 45,216.40
Transportation Costs 1,867.00
VOCAL - Legislative Pass-thru 100,000.00
Capital Outlay 0.00
Transportation Equipment 0.00
Office Equipment 9,346.66
Total Administrative Costs 2.157,394.50
TOTAL 5,579,868.81
Surplus/Shortage 220,517.32
CASH BALANCE
Balance as of October 1, 2023 5.958,590.73
Surplus/Shortage of Receipts over Disbursements 220,517.32
BALANCE AS OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2024 6,179,108.05
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<
INITIAL CLAIMS RECEIVED & PAID pr=
FY RECEIVED DOLLARS PAID :I
14/15 2 102 £2,644, 232 W
15/16 2,454 $2,325,687 —
16/17 2,571 $3,244,156 O
17/18 2,562 $5,085,340 >
18/19 2,743 $2,717,728 —
19/20 2,201 $2,045,088
20,21 2185 $1,813,637 W,
21,22 2,224 $1,415,484 :[>
22,23 2,457 $1,336,378 —
$2,874,041 P

* Includes processing of bucLIqued claims from 2020-202

Count-Ordered Fines & Fees Received

essment Fees Restitution Recovery  Total

FY Court Fees - City Court Fees - County Victim Ass

| §1,152,974 §956,191 $1,087 702 $178,244 $3,375,111
15/16]  §1,045,407 5898,903 $1,010,010 $175,394 $3,129,714
16/17]  $993 287 §847 615 $929 482 $206,385 $2,076 969
17/18]  $957 956 §789,803 $882,112 $187,034 $2,816,905
1818 5977088 §753,817 $824 234 $187 735 $2,742 674
19/20] 5802346 §677,232 $721,188 $154,321 $2,355,087
2021] 5858453 §832,14] §764 24 $209 463 $2,664 299
21/72]  $821,119 5835,017 $740,498 $186,934 52,583,568
/23| 5826255 5867 950 $749 934 3182772 $2,626,941
$812,401 §851,199 $787,874 $198,181 §2,649 655

* During the past two FYs, the state’s General Fund has augmented fines/fees received.

SEXUAL ASSAULT FORENSIC EXAMS PAID

FY RECEIVED DOLLARS PAID
14/15 796 $520,571
15/16 1,024 $411,943
16/17 1,086 $627,542
17/18 1,054 $600,208
18/19 1,198 $588,704
19,20 1,095 $490,878
20,21 1,015 $504,785
21,22 1,141 $501,381
22,23 1,270 $593,352
23,24 1,238 $491,803
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STATISTICAL DATA

OCTOBER 1, 2023 TO SEPTEMBER 30, 2024

Claims Received (Initial and Supplemental)

<
<
o
—1
<
O
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%
<

Assault 955
Homicide 604
Sexual Assault Forensic Exams [SAFE) 1238
TOTAL 2797
Claims Approved
Assault 844
Homicide b2
Sexual Assault Forensic Exams (SAFE) 1077
TOTAL 2483

Claims Mot Approved

Assault 652
Homicide 229
Sexual Assault Forensic Exams (SAFE) 28
TOTAL 939

Claims Processed [Drzes mat include claims the Commizzion Held For TrialfInformation]

Assault 1526

Homicide 791

Sexual Assault Forensic Exams (SAFE) 1104

TOTAL 3422
Emergency Awards Approved 57
Claims Pending at Fiscal Year-end 650
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APPROVED INITIAL CLAIMS

BY PRIMARY OFFENSE

Sexual Assault Forensic Exam 1074 | Ciher &
Assault - Non-Family 401 [Crminally Megligent Homicide 5
Murder - MNon-Family 374 [Child Sexual Abuse - Family 3
Domestic Viclence 103 |Vehicular Homicide >
Attempted Murder - Mon-Family 35 |Child 3exual Abuse - Monfamily 4
Murder - Family 52 |Arscn 4
Sexual Assault 47 [Burglary 4
Capital Murder 36 |Child Rope 3
Assault - Family 30 |DUI/DWI 2
Shoot Cccupd Vehicle-Dwelling 12 |Adult Rope 2
Vehicular Assault 12  |Human Traffiicking ]
Robbery 10 |Harossment |
Manslaughter @ |Child Physical Abuse ]
Attempted Murder - Family % |Child Pernography |

Leaving Scene of Accident

IV TVDILSILVLS
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NON-APPROVED INITIAL CLAIMS

BY REASON*

Lack of Cooperation - ACVCC 4562

<
|_
<
A
—
<
S
|_
%
|_
<

Men-Crminally Injuricus Conduct 182
Lack of Cooperation - Law Enforcement 173
Ceontribution 157
Felony ExclusionMichm 114
Cther o3
Past 1-Year Deadline 81
lllegal Activity 54
Crime Mot Reperted within 72 Howurs 2%
Mot Legal Claimant 47
Collateral Source 3¢
Application Withdrawn 19
Benefit Alleged Offender 13
Felony Exclusion/Claimant 8
FMon-Economic Loss or Mon-Economic Detriment 4
CIC Conviction/Victim 3
False Information 3
Mo Physical Injury 1

* Claims with multiple reosons for non-opproval ore counted once in eoch reoson cotegory
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APPROVED INITIAL CLAIMS

AGE of VICTIM

65 and over

51 thru 64 2.22%

7.94%

18 and under
24.35%

31 thru 50
31.20%

19 thru 30
34.30%

d VOILSILVLS
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APPROVED INITIAL CLAIMS
GENDER of VICTIM

TISTICAL DATA

Male
43%

Female
57%
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APPROVED INITIAL CLAIMS

RACE of VICTIM

@ WVDILSILYLS

White
36.98%

Hispanic
4.16%
Asian/Pacific
Islander
0.53%

merican/Alaskan
Indian
0.57%

Other
0.32%

Black
57.44%

*Race is self-reported and an optional item on ACVCC’s application.
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CLAIMS RECEIVED BY COUNTY

IMITIAL
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* SAFE = Sexual Assault Forensic Exam
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DOLLARS APPROVED BY COUNTY

DUNTY TOTAL
Autauga $25,711.67
Baldwin 567,740.20
Barbour $24,028.41
Bibb $35,803.72
Blount $23,655.40
Bulleck $94.57
Butler $10,717.55
Calhoun $14,054.14
Chambers §25,121.00
Cherckes $3,329.70
Chilton 56,320.00
Choctaw 5415.00
Clarke $13,254.88
Clay $1,795.20
Cleburne 55,051.74
Coffee $11,660.08
Colbert $33,454.73
Cenecuh $15,995.10
Coosa $1,850.00
Cevington $8,712.22
Crenshow 58,740.00
Cullman $50,706.19
Dale 518,745.15
Dallas $100,803.12
DeKalb $13,940.30
Elmore $32,855.48
Escambig 51,082.64
Etowah §$32,122.28
Faystte $7,005.13
Franklin 510,868,168
Geneva 54,630.50
Greene $19,618.05
Hale 521,419.35
Henry $3,198.24
Houston 556,127 67
Jackson $27,550.84
Jefferson 5741,571.76
Lauderdale $38,157.34
Lowrence $20,952.10
Lee $68,020.88
Limestone $12,557.00
Lowndes $1,500.00
Macon $22,349.13
Madison $195,048.76
Marengo 57,083.07
Maricn $1,650.00
Marshall $22,755.89
Mokbile $450,365.20
Monrog 58,136.36
Montgomery $572,961.53
Morgan 559,611.49
Perry $12,550.94
Pickens 51,500.00
Pike $23,319.85
Randolph $1,750.00
Russell $40,237.97
Shelby $30,604.42
St Clair $21,173.3%
Sumter 56,770.0%
Talladega $29,025.93
Tallopoosa $26,836.54
Tuscaloosa $143,170.04
‘Walker §23,131.22
Washington $15,250.54
Wilcox $13,556.27
Winston $5,080.00
Cut-of-State 5600.00

$3,365,844.40
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ALABAMA CRIME VICTIMS COMPENSATION ACT
Section 15-23-1
Short title.
This article shall be known and may be cited as the "Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Act."

(Acts 1984, No. 84-658, p. 1308, §1.)
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Section 15-23-2

Legislative findings, etc.

The Legislature hereby finds, determines and declares that victims of violent crime are often reduced to
bereft and destitute circumstances as a result of the criminal acts perpetrated against them, that the
financial or economic resources of such victims and their dependents are in many instances distressed or
depleted as a result of injuries inflicted upon them by violent criminals.

That the general social and economic welfare of such victims and their dependents is and ought to be
intimately affected with the public interest, that the deplorable plight of these unfortunate citizens should

not go unnoticed by our institutions and agencies of government.

The Legislature hereby further finds, determines and declares that it is to the benefit of all that victims of
violence and their dependents be assisted financially and socially whenever possible.

To this end the Legislature intends to provide a means whereby victims of violent crime and their
dependents may be provided compensation in the amount of actual expenses incurred as a direct result of

criminal acts of other persons.

The provisions of this article are to be construed so as to accomplish this purpose and to promote the
same which is hereby declared to be the public policy of this state.

(Acts 1984, No. 84-658, p. 1308, §2.)
Section 15-23-3

Definitions.

As used in this article the following words shall include, but are not limited to the following meanings
unless the context clearly requires a different meaning:

(1) COMMISSION. The Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission as created by Section 15-
23-4.

(2) CRIMINALLY INJURIOUS CONDUCT. Criminally injurious conduct includes any of the following
acts:
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a. An act occurring or attempted within the geographical boundaries of this state which results in serious
personal injury or death to a victim for which punishment by fine, imprisonment, or death may be
imposed.

b. An act occurring or attempted outside the geographical boundaries of this state in another state of the
United States of America which is punishable by fine, imprisonment, or death and which results in
personal injury or death to a citizen of this state, and shall include an act of terrorism, as defined in
Section 2331 of Title 18, United States Code, committed outside of the United States, against a resident
of this state; provided however, the citizen at the time such act was committed had a permanent place of
residence within the geographical boundaries of this state, and in addition thereto any of the following
circumstances apply, that the citizen:

vaviy 40 300D

1. Had a permanent place of employment located within the geographical boundaries of this state.

2. Was a member of the regular Armed Forces of the United States of America; or the United States Coast
Guard; or was a full-time member of the Alabama National Guard, Alabama Air National Guard, U.S.
Army Reserve, U.S. Naval Reserve, or U.S. Air Force Reserve.

3. Was retired and receiving Social Security or other retirement income.
4. Was 60 years of age or older.

5. Was temporarily in another state of the United States of America for the purpose of receiving medical
treatment.

6. Was temporarily in another state of the United States of America for the purpose of performing
employment-related duties required by an employer located within the geographical boundaries of this
state as an express condition of employment or employee benefits.

7. Was temporarily in another state of the United States of America for the purpose of receiving
occupational, vocational, or other job-related training or instruction required by an employer located
within the geographical boundaries of this state as an express condition of employment or employee
benefits.

8. Was a full-time student at an academic institution, college, or university located in another state of the
United States of America.

9. Had not departed the geographical boundaries of this state for a period exceeding 30 days or with the
intention of becoming a citizen of another state or establishing a permanent place of residence in another
state.

The term "criminally injurious conduct” shall not mean: An act committed outside the geographical
boundaries of this state upon a person who was not at the time a citizen of Alabama, or an act committed
outside the geographical boundaries of this state upon a person who at the time had departed the
geographical boundaries of this state for the purpose of becoming a citizen of, or establishing a permanent
place of residence in, another state.

(3) VICTIM. A person who suffered serious personal injury or death as a result of criminally injurious
conduct.
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(4) DEPENDENT. A natural person wholly or partially dependent upon the victim for care or support,
and includes a child of the victim born after the death of the victim where the death occurred as a result of
criminally injurious conduct.

(5) CLAIMANT. Any of the following persons applying for compensation under this article:

a. A victim.

b. A dependent of a deceased victim, if such victim died as a result of criminally injurious conduct.
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¢. A person authorized to act on behalf of a victim or a dependent of a deceased victim if such victim died
as a result of criminally injurious conduct.

(6) ALLOWANCE EXPENSE. Charges incurred for needed products, services, and accommodations,
including, but not limited to, medical care, rehabilitation, rehabilitative occupational rehabilitation,
rehabilitative occupational training, and other remedial treatment and care. It also includes a total charge
not in excess of seven thousand dollars ($7,000) for expenses related to funeral, cremation, or burial.

(7) WORK LOSS. Loss of income from work the victim or claimant would have performed if the victim
had not been injured or died, reduced by any income from substitute work actually performed by the
victim or claimant or by income the victim or claimant would have earned in available appropriate
substitute work which he or she was capable of performing but unreasonably failed to undertake. Work
loss also includes loss of income of an offender charged with domestic violence under Sections 13A-6-
130, 13A-6-131, and 13A-6-132 when the victim was residing with the offender at the time of
commission of the offense and the offender's income was a significant source of direct support for the
victim.

(8) REPLACEMENT SERVICES LOSS. Expenses reasonably incurred in obtaining ordinary and
necessary services in lieu of those the victim would have performed, not for income, but for the benefit of
self or family, if the victim had not been injured or died.

(9) ECONOMIC LOSS OF A DEPENDENT. A loss after the death or injury of the victim of
contributions of things of economic value to the dependent, not including services which would have been
received from the victim if he or she had not suffered the fatal injury, less expenses of the dependent
avoided by reason of death or injury of the victim.

(10) REPLACEMENT SERVICES LOSS OF DEPENDENT. The loss reasonably incurred by
dependents after death of the victim in obtaining ordinary and necessary services in lieu of those the
deceased victim would have performed for their benefit had the deceased victim not suffered the fatal
injury, less expenses of the dependent avoided by reason of death of the victim and not subtracted in
calculating the economic loss of the dependent.

(11) ECONOMIC LOSS. Monetary detriment consisting only of allowable expense, work loss,
replacement services loss and, if injury causes death, economic loss and replacement services loss of a
dependent, but shall not include noneconomic loss or noneconomic detriment.

(12) NONECONOMIC LOSS or DETRIMENT. Pain, suffering, inconvenience, physical impairment, and
nonpecuniary damage.
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(13) COLLATERAL SOURCE. Source of income, financial or other benefits or advantages for economic
loss other than the compensation paid by the compensation commission which the claimant has received
or is entitled to receive or is readily available to the claimant, from any one or more of the following:

a. The offender.

b. The government of the United States or any agency thereof, in the form of benefits, such as Social
Security, Medicare and Medicaid, a state or any of its political subdivisions or an instrumentality of two
or more states, unless the law providing for the benefits or advantages makes them excessive or secondary
to benefits under this article.

vaviy 40 300D

¢. Any temporary nonoccupational disability insurance.
d. Workers' compensation.
e. Wage continuation programs of any employer.

f. Proceeds of a contract of insurance payable to the claimant for loss which the victim sustained because
of the criminally injurious conduct.

g. A contract providing prepaid hospital and other health care services or benefits for disability.

(14) OFFICE OF PROSECUTION SERVICES. The Office of Prosecution Services as established by
Section 12-17-230.

(Acts 1984, No. 84-658, p. 1308, §3; Acts 1986, No. 86-510, p. 993, §1; Acts 1990, No. 90-470, p. 677,
§1; Act 98-492, p. 945, §I: Act 2014-335, §1.)

Section 15-23-4

Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission - Created; composition; meetings;
rules and regulations; bond; compensation.

a) The Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission is created and shall be composed of three
residents of this state, who shall be appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of the Senate,
for terms of four years each or until their successors are appointed and qualified. Provided however,
initial appointments shall be as follows: One member shall be appointed for two years, one member shall
be appointed for three years, and one member shall be appointed for four years. All appointments to fill
vacancies shall be for the duration of the unexpired term and subsequent appointments shall be for four-
year terms. The membership of the board shall be inclusive and the Governor shall coordinate his or her
appointments so that the diversity of gender, race, and geographical areas is reflective of the makeup of
this state.

(b) At least one member shall be a law enforcement officer with a minimum of 10 years' experience in or
with a law enforcement agency which has among its primary duties and responsibilities the investigation

of violent crimes and the apprehension or arrest of the perpetrators.

(c) At least one member shall be a victim of a crime of violence who suffered serious personal injury as a
result of the crime, a member of a victim's immediate family or a member of a deceased victim's
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immediate family if the deceased victim died as a result of a crime of violence, or an officer of a nonprofit
charitable crime victims organization established pursuant to the laws of Alabama.

(d) Each year the commission shall elect a chair from its membership.

(e) The commission may appoint an executive director who shall serve at the pleasure of the commission
and shall be paid a salary in an amount to be determined by the commission.

(f) The commission shall have its principal place of business in the county where the State Capitol is
located.
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(2) The commission shall quarterly hold, at its principal place of business public meetings at times and
places as its members may elect.

(h) Any two members of the commission shall constitute a quorum for purposes of transacting the
business of the commission and two votes in favor shall be necessary for a decision by the commission at
any meeting of the commission.

(i) The commission shall establish rules and regulations for the administration of its duties and
responsibilities pursuant to this chapter.

() The chair of the commission shall keep a true record of all of the proceedings of the meetings of the
commission. At the call of any member, the vote on any pending question shall be taken by ayes and
nays, and the same shall be entered in the record. The record of the proceedings of the commission shall
be open to any member of the commission and to the public . A copy of the record, certified by the chair,
shall be competent evidence in all courts.

(k) The commission may not disclose the names and addresses of victims or claimants who have applied
for compensation pursuant to this article or the facts or circumstances of the criminally injurious conduct
perpetrated against them.

(1) All members and emplovees of the commission handling money or exercising authority over any
property, before entering the discharge of their duties, shall provide a bond with a surety company
authorized to do business in this state, as surety, payable to the commission in an amount or amounts
sufficient to protect the commission against any loss with respect to the funds, money, or property
handled, conditioned for the faithful discharge of their duties and responsibilities and further conditioned
upon their faithfully accounting for all monies, funds, or properties coming into their possession in the
capacity of their employment.

(m) The Attorney General or the district attorney of the county where the State Capitol is located, upon
written request by the commission, shall represent the commission in all litigation where the commission
is a party or in which the commission has an interest. The Attorney General shall serve as a legal advisor
to the commission.

(n) All commission members shall be paid two hundred fifty dollars ($250) per day and mileage for
attendance of commission meetings. Mileage and per diem shall be the same as allowed state employees
when a commission member is traveling on official business of the commission and shall be paid from the
Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Fund.

28 THE ALABAMA CRIME VICTIMS COMPENSATION COMMISSION [ ANNUAL REPORT 2024



(Acts 1984, No. 84-658, p. 1308, §4; Acts 1986, No. 86-510, p. 993, §2; Act 98-492, p. 945, §1; Act
2009-749, p. 2268, §1; Act 2022-196, §1.)

Section 15-23-5
Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission - Powers and duties.

The commission shall have all the powers and privileges of a corporation and all of its business shall be
transacted in the name of the commission. In addition to any other powers and duties specified elsewhere
in this article, the commission may do any of the following:

(1) Regulate its own procedures except as otherwise provided in this chapter.

(2) Define any term not defined in this article.

(3) Prescribe forms necessary to carry out the purposes of this article.

(4) Obtain access to investigative reports made by law enforcement officers or law enforcement agencies
which may be necessary to assist the commission in making a determination of eligibility for
compensation under this article; provided, however, the reports and the information contained herein,
when received by the commission, shall be confidential and under no circumstances may the commission
disclose the same except to a grand jury.

(5) Take judicial notice of general, technical, and scientific facts within their specialized knowledge.

(6) Publicize the availability of compensation and information regarding the filing of claims.

(7) Collect all monies provided by this article to be collected by the commission.

(8) Provide for and maintain all necessary administrative facilities and personnel.

(9) Provide for payment of all administrative salaries, fees, and expenses.

(10) Cause its monies to be invested and its investments sold or exchanged and the proceeds and income
collected.

(11) Determine who is a victim or dependent.
(12) Consider all applications for compensation or other benefits provided for in this article.

(13) a. Authorize the executive director to determine eligibility for all applications for compensation and
authorize payment for approved and reduced claims.

b. The commission shall review all contested cases pursuant to the Alabama Administrative Procedure
Act. The commission may affirm, reverse, or modify the executive director's claims decisions.

(14) Adopt rules to expedite the administration of the affairs of the commission not inconsistent with this
article.
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(15) Provide descriptive literature and promotional items respecting the commission and its duties.

(16) Pay all compensation or other benefits that may be determined to be due under this article and under
the rules of the commission.

(17) Employ agents, attorneys, actuaries, and other specialized personnel as needed by the commission.

(18) Receive by gift, grant, devise, or bequest any monies or properties of any nature or description.
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(19) Accept and administer loans, grants, and donations from the federal government, its agencies, and all
other sources, public and private, for carrying out any of its functions.

(20) Develop a comprehensive analysis of the problems regarding victims of crime within the criminal
justice system or systems of this state and formulate model programs, plans, or methods for lessening the
physical, mental, or financial burdens placed on innocent crime victims by the operation of the criminal
justice system both on the state and local level.

(21) Identify laws, rules, or regulations proposed or adopted by any agency or institution of this state or
any political subdivision thereof which have or will have a significant adverse or beneficial impact upon
crime victims and to advocate the adoption, repeal, or modification thergof in the interest of innocent
victims of crime.

(22) Collect, develop, and maintain statistical information, records, and reports to carry out its powers,
duties, or functions pursuant to this article. All agencies and institutions of this state or the political
subdivisions thereof, upon a written request by the commission, shall furnish the commission statistical
information or data as requested by the commission to fulfill its duties and responsibilities.

(23) Award loans or grants of money, equipment, or personnel to public or private nonprofit corporations
or associations, agencies of the State of Alabama or political subdivisions thereof, or to state, county, or
municipal law enforcement, prosecutorial, or judicial agencies upon terms and conditions as the
commission may deem proper for the purpose of developing, enhancing, or establishing bona fide model
crime victims service programs which emphasize the collection of restitution from criminals as an integral
part of the criminal justice process. The loans or grants shall only be awarded when sufficient funds are
available in excess of reasonably anticipated or projected claims for compensation.

(24) Provide for the cost of forensic medical examinations for the purpose of gathering evidence and
treatment for preventing sexually transmitted infections in sexual abuse crimes and offenses.

(25) Carry out any powers expressly granted elsewhere in this article to the commission.
(26) All other powers necessary for the proper administration of this article.

(Acts 1984, No. 84-658, p. 1308, §5; Acts 1986, No. 86-510, p. 993, §3; Acts 1990, No. 90-470, p. 677,
$2; Acts 1995, No. 95-494, p. 994, §1; Act 2014-3353, p. 1232, §1; Act 2022-196, §1.)

Section 15-23-6

Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission - Annual report required.
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The commission shall publish annually a report showing the fiscal transactions of the commission for the
preceding year, the amount of the accumulated cash and securities of the commission and a balance sheet
showing the financial condition of the commission by means of an actuarial evaluation of the assets and
liabilities of the commission.

(Acts 1984, No. 84-658, p. 1308, §6.)

Section 15-23-7

Audit of financial affairs of commission authorized.

The Director of the Department of Examiners of Public Accounts shall at least once a year and at such
other times as such director shall deem appropriate cause to be performed a detailed audit of the financial
affairs of the commission and shall promptly notify the appropriate grand jury as to any possible
violations of law.

(Acts 1984, No. 84-658, p. 1308, §7.)

Section 15-23-§

Compensation for economic loss resulting from criminal conduct - Authorized; procedure.

(a) The commission may award compensation for economic loss arising from criminally injurious
conduct if satisfied by a preponderance of the evidence that the requirements for compensation have been

met.

(b) The commission shall hear and determine all matters relating to claims for compensation, and shall
have the power to reinvestigate or reopen claims without regard to statutes of limitation.

(c¢) The commission shall have the power to subpoena witnesses, compel their attendance, require the
production of records and other evidence, administer oaths or affirmations, conduct hearings and receive
relevant evidence.

(Acts 1984, No. 84-658, p. 1308, §8.)

Section 15-23-9

Compensation for economic loss resulting from criminal conduct - Collateral source contribution
not required.

The commission shall not require any claimant to seek or accept any collateral source contribution, unless
the claimant was receiving or was entitled to receive such benefits prior to the occurrence giving rise to
the claim under the provisions of this article; provided, however, no applicant shall be denied
compensation solely because such applicant is entitled to income from a collateral source.

(Acts 1984, No. 84-658, p. 1308, §9.)

Section 15-23-10
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(c) Travel expenses for immediate family members to attend the victim's funeral may be
considered for reimbursement. The Commission may award up to seven days of per diem
for funeral travel. Eligible funeral travel expenses may be reimbursed at the current
Internal Revenue Service’s standard mileage rate, coach rate for airfare, and per diem at a
rate of $100.
(d) To qualify for reimbursement for mileage, the destination must be greater than ten
miles from the home (or travel starting point) of the person requesting compensation.
(e) Rental Cars. When the person requesting compensation has rented an automobile for
eligible travel expenses, the person may be reimbursed for mileage or a daily rental car fee
of $35. Under no circumstances shall the requesting person receive both. Mileage will be
reimbursed at the current Internal Revenue Service’s standard mileage rate.

(16) The Commission does not provide property reimbursement or replacement.

1) Security enhancement. Windows and locks for real property owned by the
claimant/victim; and windows and locks for rental property leased by the claimant/victim
when the claimant/victim is financially responsible for repair(s) to the leased property.

2) Prescription eyeglasses. The maximum award for damaged prescription eyeglasses is
$350. A receipt/estimate must be provided for the eyeglasses.

(17) Exclusion from Payment. The following expenses shall not be eligible for compensation:
a) Any expense related to the prosecution of the criminal case. (Examples: expert
testimony and witnesses; DNA testing and analysis; evidence photographs and videos;
blood samples and travel expenses for withesses subpoenaed to testify.)
b) All legal fees shall be excluded from payment except legal fees incurred to establish a
legal guardian for the victim as defined by Alabama Administrative Code (ACVCC) 262-X-4-
.04(22).
(18) Replacement services loss may not exceed four hundred ($400.00) dollars per week. For
incidents of criminally injurious conduct occurring on or after October 1, 2014, through July 8,
2020, compensation for replacement services loss may not exceed six hundred {$600,00) dollars
per week. For incidents of criminally injurious conduct occurring on or after October 1, 2014,
through July 8, 2020, replacement services loss is limited to a maximum of 52 weeks. For incidents
of criminally injurious conduct occurring on or after July 9, 2020, replacement services loss may
not exceed two hundred ($200.00) dollars per week for a maximum of 26 weeks.
(19) Supplemental awards: The expenses submitted in the supplemental claim must be related to
the original injury and must be supported by documentation.
(20) Checks issued by the ACVCC may contain the following language: “Cashing this check
constitutes payment in full.” This shall not be construed to apply to future compensation benefits
for which the victim/claimant may be eligible. It shall be the responsibility of the victim/claimant
to assert this defense in any type of collection proceeding against him/her. If the service provider
refuses the check, the compensation shall be paid directly to the victim/claimant.
(21) When a victim/claimant is approved for charity by a service provider, the charity approval
shall be considered a collateral source and compensation shall not be paid to the service provider.
(22) When the claimant must seek legal guardianship of a minor and/or disabled victim to qualify
for crime victims’ compensation benefits, the Commission may consider reimbursement of legal
fees incurred for obtaining guardianship. The maximum that may be awarded for legal fees is
$1,000. Legal fees incurred for any reason other than obtaining guardianship shall not be eligible
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for reimbursement. The Commission shall not reimburse legal fees if the claimant is not granted
guardianship of the victim.

(23) Bereavement Leave. Bereavement leave may only be granted to the victim’s immediate
family members. A victim’s immediate family member may be granted compensation for a
maximum of four weeks of lost wages without a doctor’s excuse. A doctor’s excuse must be
provided for lost wages in excess of four weeks to be considered for reimbursement. Employer
verification is required for all bereavement leave requests.

(24) Crime Scene Clean-Up. The Commission may provide compensation to an individual or to the
service provider if the expense is outstanding, for the reasonable costs to clean the scene of the
crime in an amount not to exceed $2,500. The service provider must be certified, licensed, and in
compliance with all applicable federal and state regulations. Crime scene clean-up expenses may
only be awarded for the cleaning and removal of bichazards.

(25) Birth Certificates. Reimbursement may be provided for one certified copy of the claimant’s
and/or victim’s birth certificate(s) obtained after the date of the criminally injurious conduct
made the basis of the claim. The birth certificate(s) must have been obtained for the purpose of
applying for crime victims’ compensation benefits.

(26) Government-Issued Photo Identification. Reimbursement may be provided for one state-
issued driver’s license or one state-issued non-driver’s ID obtained after the date of the criminally
injurious conduct made the basis of the claim.

(27) Reimbursement may be provided for certified victims of human trafficking and all qualified
victims of violent crime for the removal/cover-up of tattoos that were physically forced on them
by the alleged offender in the incident made the basis of the compensation claim. The
Commission shall decide reasonable reimbursement on a case-by-case basis. The provider must
be licensed by the appropriate governmental body to perform the service rendered to qualify for
payment/reimbursement.

(28) Lost Wages for Victims of Sexual Assault. A victim of sexual assault may be granted
compensation for a maximum of two weeks of lost wages without a doctor’s excuse. A doctor’s
excuse must be provided for lost wages in excess of two weeks to be considered for
reimbursement. Employer verification is required for all lost wages requests.

(29) Payment to Non-Claimants. A claimant may assign compensation benefits to a person for
allowable expense to the extent that the compensation benefits are for the cost of products,
services, or accommodations necessitated by the criminally injurious conduct made the basis of
the claim. The claimant must submit a completed Permission for Another Individual to Receive
Payments on a Limited Basis form for payment to be issued to the person who incurred the
expense.
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262-X-4-.05 Emergency Awards.

The Commission may make or authorize the executive director to make in advance an emergency
award of compensation to the applicant prior to taking action on an application or pending a final
decision when it appears that the claim is one for which compensation is probable and undue
hardship will result to the applicant if immediate payment is not made. The Commission may
consider undue hardship to exist in the following circumstances:

(a) The applicant is without income at the time of application or immediately prior thereto
resulting in loss of food, heat or shelter;

(b) The applicant is in fear or danger for his/her life due to his/her victimization; or

62 THE ALABAMA CRIME VICTIMS COMPENSATION COMMISSION [ ANNUAL REPORT 2024



(c) The applicant cannot receive emergency services without emergency payment;
(d) Crime scene clean up shall be considered an emergency service.

(e) Prescription drugs that have been prescribed as a result of victimization shall be considered
an emergency product. A copy of the prescription and the pharmacy’s statement of the cost of
the drug must be received by the Commission for the prescription expense to be considered for
emergency payment. Prescriptions for pre-existing medical conditions shall not be considered for
reimbursement.
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(f) Moving expenses may be considered an emergency service for applicants. Moving expenses
may be considered as an emergency expense for applicants who have moved and applicants who
have not yet moved. Proof of moving expenses must be received by the Commission for the
moving expense to be considered for emergency payment.

The applicant may request in the initial application that consideration be given for an emergency
award and provide justification for such award. A decision denying an emergency award shall not
be appealable. The amount of such emergency award shall not exceed one thousand dollars. An
emergency award shall be deducted from the final compensation made to the applicant. If the
final award is less than the amount of the emergency award, the applicant must repay the excess
award to the Commission. All emergency awards are subject to the Code of Ala. 1975.

262-X-4-.06 Garnishment And Assignment Of Compensation Awards.

(1) An award shall not be subject to state or municipal taxation or to execution, attachment, or
garnishment, except as same may pertain to an obligation for the support of dependent children
or as the same may pertain to a creditor which has provided products, services or
accommodations, the cost of which are included in the award.

(2) An assignment by the claimant to any future award is unenforceable, except:

(a) an assignment of any award for work loss to assure payment of court ordered
child support; or

(b) an assignment of any award for allowable expense to the extent that the benefits are for the
cost of products, services or accommodations necessitated by the injury or death on

which the claim is based and are provided or to be provided by the assignee.

262-x-4-.07 Mental Health Benefits.

(1) Qualified Providers

The Commission may provide reimbursement/payment of therapy expenses if the therapy was
provided by a psychiatrist, psychologist, professional counselor, or clinical social worker that is
licensed by the appropriate governmental licensing body. The clinician must have an active
license at the time the therapy was provided in order to qualify for reimbursement/payment of
therapy expenses.
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(2) Appropriate Treatment

(a) ACVCC must receive a letter from the clinician certifying that the victim is engaged in
necessary therapy due to his/her victimization.

(b) Quarterly updates from the clinician certifying that the treatment is necessary and the
result of victimization must be submitted in order for payment to be considered.
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(c) The clinician must provide an itemized bill for treatment sessions.

(3) Eligibility for Payment. The claimant, victim, and/or the victim’s immediate family members
may be eligible for mental health benefits.
(4) Cost Containment

(a) Individual Therapy Rates:

$80.00 per hour- Licensed Counselor/Social Worker;
$100.00 per hour- Psychologists (Ph.D.);
$125 per hour- Psychiatrists (M.D.).

(b) Group Therapy Rates: $ 60.00 per hour.

(c) Reimbursement for therapy expenses shall not exceed $6,250, or 50 sessions. Reasonable
efforts should be made to inform victims/claimants that therapy services are provided by
community mental health centers on a sliding fee scale. Inpatient treatment shall be considered a
medical condition for purposes of compensation. When the victim is a minor, the claimant shall
be limited to 15 individual therapy sessions, unless the victim is deceased. The 15 individual
therapy sessions limit shall not apply to homicide claims.

(d) Supplemental therapy bills may be submitted to ACVCC as accrued, for consideration of
payment.

(e) When therapy services have been provided by county mental health centers, ACVCC will only
pay what has been charged on a sliding fee scale.

(5) Criteria for Payment of Therapy Expenses. Eligibility for payment of therapy expenses is based
upon receipt of the following documentation:

(a) a written statement from the therapist indicating that the therapy is directly related to
the victimization;

(b) an itemized bill from the therapist indicating the dates, times and charges for therapy;
and

(c) evidence that the therapist is licensed by the appropriate governmental licensing
body.
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(6) Therapy via Videoconference. The Commission may reimburse for therapy services rendered
via videoconference when the therapy is compliant with all applicable laws and regulations.

(7) Interpreters for Victims/Claimants with Limited English Proficiency (LEP).

(a) The Commission may provide reimbursement for reasonable fees incurred for the use of
interpreters by LEP victims/claimants who seek therapy services as a direct result of the
crime. The Commission will determine if the charges are reasonable on a case by case
basis. The availability of interpreters in the LEP victim’s/claimant’s primary or home
language will be considered in determining if the charges are reasonable.
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(b) In order to qualify for reimbursement, the interpreter must be:

(1) currently certified by any state, regional or national interpreting association, board or
body as proficient in the LEP individual’s primary or home language, or

(2) found to be qualified to interpret in the LEP individual’s primary or home language by a
municipal, county, state, or federal court.

(3) Unrelated by blood or marriage to the claimant and/or victim.

262-x-4-.08 Out-of-State Claims.

a. Pursuant to § 15-23-3 (2)b of the Code of Alabama, criminally injurious conduct includes
an act occurring or attempted outside the geographical boundaries of this state in another state
of the United States of America which is punishable by fine, imprisonment, or death and which
results in personal injury or death to a citizen of this state, and shall include an act of terrorism, as
defined in Section 2331 of Title 18, United States Code, committed outside of the United States,
against a resident of this state; provided however, the citizen at the time such act was committed
had a permanent place of residence within the geographical boundaries of this state, and in
addition thereto any of the following circumstances apply, that the citizen:

1. Had a permanent place of employment located within the geographical
boundaries of this state.

2. Was a member of the regular Armed Forces of the United States of America; or
the United States Coast Guard; or was a full-time member of the Alabama National Guard,
Alabama Air National Guard, U.S. Army Reserve, U.S. Naval Reserve, or U.S. Air Force
Reserve,

3. Was retired and receiving Social Security or other retirement income.

4. Was 60 years of age or older.

5. Was temporarily in ancther state of the United States of America for the
purpose of receiving medical treatment.
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6. Was temporarily in another state of the United States of America for the
purpose of performing employment-related duties required by an employer located within
the geographical boundaries of this state as an express condition of employment or
employee benefits.

7. Was temporarily in another state of the United States of America for the
purpose of receiving occupational, vocational, or other job-related training or instruction
required by an employer located within the geographical boundaries of this state as an
express condition of employment or employee bhenefits.

8. Was a full-time student at an academic institution, college, or university located
in another state of the United States of America.
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9. Had not departed the geographical boundaries of this state for a period
exceeding 30 days or with the intention of becoming a citizen of another state or
establishing a permanent place of residence in another state.

b. The term "criminally injurious conduct” shall not mean: An act committed outside the
geographical boundaries of this state upon a person who was not at the time a citizen of Alabama,
or an act committed outside the geographical boundaries of this state upon a person who at the
time had departed the geographical boundaries of this state for the purpose of becoming a citizen
of, or establishing a permanent place of residence in, another state.

C. For the purpose of determining eligibility for out-of state compensation claims, a citizen of
the State of Alabama is defined as all citizens of the United States with a permanent place of
residence in the State of Alabama.

d. All collateral sources must be considered prior to payment of compensation benefits for
incidents of criminally injurious conduct occurring outside the geographical boundaries of the

State of Alabama.

262-x-4-.09 Homicide Victims and Minor Victims

a. Homicide Victims

1. A homicide victim’s next-of-kin may act as claimant and file for compensation
benefits. The person legally authorized to act on a homicide victim’s behalf may file
for compensation benefits. For example: the next-of-kin of the homicide victim or
the executor of the homicide victim’s estate.

2. If a homicide victim has multiple relatives with the same degree of consanguinity,
the relative that files for compensation benefits first shall be the claimant.

b. Minor Victims

When the victim of criminally injurious conduct is a minor, the minor victim’s
parent or legal guardian may act as claimant and file for compensation benefits.
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262-x-4-.10 Reconsideration of Claims Filed on Behalf of Minor Victims, Incompetent Victims, or
Deceased Victims

1. AUTHORITY
Code of Alabama § 15-23-12(d) (1995), which provides:

The commission, on its own motion or on request of the claimant,
may reconsider a decision granting or denying an award or
determining its amount. An order on reconsideration of an award
shall not require a refund of amounts previously paid, unless the
award was obtained by fraud. The right of reconsideration does not
affect the finality of a commission decision for the purpose of
judicial review.
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2. Compensation cannot be paid to a claimant who is ineligible for compensation benefits.
When an ineligible claimant files for compensation benefits on behalf of a minor victim,
incompetent victim, or deceased victim, the claim must be not approved.

3. The Commission may reconsider a decision denying or reducing a compensation award for
a minor victim, incompetent victim, or deceased victim due to the ineligibility of the
claimant, in the event of either of the following:

a. The minor victim reaches the age of majority, or can otherwise legally act on
his/her own behalf;

b. A person (other than the ineligible claimant) who is legally authorized to act on
behalf of a minor victim, incompetent victim, or deceased victim files for
compensation benefits on behalf of the victim.

CHAPTER 262-X-5 COOPERATION WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT

262-X-5-.01 Cooperation With Law Enforcement.

The Commission, upon finding that the claimant or victim has not fully cooperated with
appropriate law enforcement agencies or the Commission staff in the processing of a claim, the
Commission may deny, withdraw, or reduce an award of compensation. The Commission shall
determine the extent of the cooperation by the victim and the following criteria shall be used:

(a) The claimant's failure to assist and cooperate with the prosecution of the case or to appear as
a witness shall constitute noncooperation and the claim shall be denied.
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(b) In instances in which the claimant initially fails to cooperate with law enforcement but
subsequently begins to cooperate, compensation may be reduced or denied to the extent which
his/her failure to cooperate hindered the investigation and/or prosecution of the case.

(c) If law enforcement indicates that the claimant was reluctant to give information pertaining to
the crime; failed to appear when requested, without good cause, gave false or misleading
information, or attempted to avoid law enforcement, the award shall be denied.

(d) A claimant’s failure to cooperate with ACVCC’s processing of the claim shall also be a basis for
rendering a claim ineligible.

INISTRATIVE CODE

CHAPTER 262-X-6 COMPENSATION BENEFITING OFFENDER

262-X-6-.01 Compensation Benefiting Offender.

Compensation shall not be awarded if the award would unjustly benefit the offender or
accomplice of the offender.

262-X-6-.02 Domestic Abuse.

No claim resulting from an incident of domestic abuse shall be denied based solely upon a finding
that a claimant resides or has resided with the alleged offender of the crime for which the claim
has been filed. The Commission shall not deny payments to third party vendors based solely upon
a finding that the victim and offender are maintaining a relationship.

(a) Procedures. When victims of domestic abuse have submitted claims for lost wages, and where
the Commission finds that the victim is living with the offender, or if the Commission is unable to
determine whether a claimant is living with the offender of the crime for which the claim is filed,
the Commission shall, by mail, request that the claimant clarify whether the offender is residing
with the claimant. The Commission shall, as part of this request, collect information, which
determines whether there has been, and continues to be criminal justice, mental health, or
human service program involvement.

(b) Claim Determination. When an individual who has committed domestic violence is residing
with a claimant who has requested lost wages, the Commission shall not deem the claim ineligible
hased solely on the cohabitation if there is reasonable evidence that the offender has heen held
accountable through the criminal justice system, human services involvement or intervention; or
when there is evidence that the payment of lost wages will sustain the victim's living expenses. No
claim shall be denied solely because it succeeds one previous claim for victimization by the same
offender.

(c) The continuance of a relationship between the victim and offender shall not in itself preclude
payment.

CHAPTER 262-X-7 RECOVERY FROM COLLATERAL SOURCES

262-X-7-.01 Recovery From Collateral Sources.
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(1) f compensation is awarded, the Commission shall be subrogated to all the rights of a claimant
to receive or recover from a collateral source to the extent that compensation was awarded.

(2) If the claimant received compensation from a source other than the Commission after the
Commission has made an award to the claimant, the claimant will be required by law to
reimburse the Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission Fund. Failure to do so will result
in a Class C felony.

(3) If a claimant files a civil suit to recover damages related to the criminally injurious conduct
upon which compensation has been claimed or awarded, the claimant shall give the Commission
written notice within 15 days of the filing of the action. The commission may intervene in the
proceedings as a complainant to recover the compensation awarded. If the Commission does give
notice, attorneys fees may be awarded in an amount not to exceed fifteen percent (15%) of the
amount subrogated to the Commission.
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(4) If the offender is ordered to pay restitution to the claimant, the claimant must notify the
Commission of this action in writing.

(5) In the case where compensation has already been paid to the claimant, the judge may award
restitution to be paid directly to the Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission Fund.

(6) Whenever compensation is awarded to a claimant who is entitled to restitution from a
criminal defendant, the Commission may initiate restitution hearings in such criminal proceedings
or intervene in same. The Commission shall be entitled to receive restitution in such proceedings
to the extent that compensation was awarded. The Commission shall be subrogated to all the
rights and remedies of such claimant for the collection of restitution to the extent compensation
was awarded; provided, however, the Commission shall be exempt from the payment of fees or
other charges for the recording of restitution orders in the offices of the judges of probate.

(7) The Commission may reduce an award amount based on the amount already received from a
collateral source contribution, unless the claimant was receiving or was entitled to receive such
benefits prior to the incident for which a claim is filed.

(8) In the event the claimant recovers compensation, other than through the provisions of this
chapter, for injuries or death resulting from criminally injurious conduct, the claimant shall retain,
as trustee for the Commission, so much of recovered funds as necessary to reimburse the
Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission Fund to the extent that compensation was
awarded to the claimant from that fund.

CHAPTER 262-X-8 PENALTIES FOR FILING FALSE CLAIMS

262-X-8-.01 Penalties For Filing False Claims.

(1) Any person who shall knowingly furnish any false information to the Alabama Crime Victims
Compensation Commission or to any member, agent or employee thereof with the intent to
defraud said Commission, or with the intent to obtain an award of compensation for a person not
entitled to receive same, shall be guilty of a Class C felony.
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(2) Any person who shall knowingly fail or omit to disclose a material fact or circumstance to the
Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission or to any member, agent or employee thereof
which is material to a claim for an award of compensation with the intent to defraud the
Commission or with the intent to cause a person to receive an award of compensation to which
such person is not entitled shall be guilty of a Class C felony.

CHAPTER 262-X-9 APPEALS PROCEDURE

262-X-9-.01 Appeals Procedure. - REPEALED

CHAPTER 262-X-10 ATTORNEY"S FEES
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262-X-10-.01 Attorney's Fees.

If a claimant or victim chooses to be represented by an attorney, said claimant or victim will be
responsible for the payment of his or her attorney's fees.

CHAPTER 262-X-11 SEXUAL ASSAULT

262-X-11-.01 Sexual Assault Examination Payment Program.

Program Description: This section provides for payment of the initial forensic examination
which is performed on victims of sexual violence for the purpose of obtaining evidence to
potentially pursue criminal charges against sexual assault offenders and for the prevention and
treatment of sexually transmitted infections. Adult and child sexual assault examinations may
be paid pursuant to the below sections.

AUTHORITY

Code of Alabama § 15-23-5 (24) (1995), which provides:

The commission shall have all the powers and privileges of a corporation and all
of its business shall be transacted in the name of the commission. In addition to
any other powers and duties specified elsewhere in this article, the commission
shall have the power to: Provide for the cost of medical examinations for the
purpose of gathering evidence and treatment for preventing sexually
transmitted infections in sexual abuse crimes and offenses.

1) DEFINITIONS

a) Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner: a registered nurse who has received
specialized training or certification that qualifies him/her to conduct
sexual assault examinations for adult and child victims of sexual assault
for the purpose of gathering and preserving evidence for potential use in
a criminal prosecution. A Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner may also
administer prophylaxis against sexually transmitted infections.
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b) Sexual Assault Examination: a physical examination performed by a
registered nurse or physician in a hospital or medical clinic or a Sexual
Assault Nurse Examiner in a SANE facility on adult victims of sexual
assault for the purpose of gathering and preserving evidence for
potential use ina criminal prosecution and the treatment and prevention
of sexually transmitted infections.

c) Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Fee: Fee paid for the professional
services of a Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner.

ININAY YAYEYTY

d) SANE Facility: A community or hospital-based program that provides for
the collection and preservation of evidence in cases of sexual violence,
as well as the treatment and prevention of sexually transmitted
infections in a compassionate, victim-sensitive setting.

e) Child Sexual Assault Examination: a physical examination performed by
a registered nurse or physician in a hospital or medical clinic or a Sexual
Assault Nurse Examiner in a SANE facility on a child victim of sexual
assault who is less than eighteen years of age for the purpose of
gathering and preserving evidence for potential use in a criminal
prosecution and the treatment and prevention of sexually transmitted
infections.

2) COLLATERAL SOURCE

a) Any expense associated with a sexual assault examination covered or paid by a
collateral source will not be reimbursed by the Commission.

b) Code of Alabama § 15-23-3 (13) (1995) defines collateral source as
follows:

(@) COLLATERAL SOURCE. Source of income, financial or other
benefits or advantages for economic loss other than the
compensation paid by the compensation commission which the
claimant has received or is entitled to receive or is readily
available to the claimant, from any one or more of the
following:

a. The offender.

b. The government of the United States or any agency
thereof, in the form of benefits, such as Social
Security, Medicare and Medicaid, a state or any of
its political subdivisions or an instrumentality of two
or more states, unless the law providing for the
benefits or advantages makes them excessive or
secondary to benefits under this article.
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¢. Any temporary  nonoccupational disability
insurance.

Workers' compensation.

e. Wage continuation programs of any employer.

f. Proceeds of a contract of insurance payable to the
claimant for loss which the victim sustained because
of the criminally injurious conduct.

g. A contract providing prepaid hospital and other
health care services or benefits for disability.

NISTRATIVE CODE

c) Any collateral source available for the payment of a sexual assault examination must
be utilized prior to submitting a sexual assault examination to the Commission’s
Sexual Assault Examination Payment Program.

i) A hospital, medical clinic, or SANE facility should not bill the victim of sexual violence
for the sexual assault examination. Alabama Attorney General Troy King’s Protocol
for the Examination and Treatment of Victims of Sexual Assault states “victims should
not be billed for sexual assault examinations.” Alabama Attorney General Troy King’s
Protocol for the Examination and Treatment of Victims of Sexual Assault, page 20.

3) ELIGIBILITY AND PAYMENT PROCEDURES

a) Sexual assault examinations performed on or after July 27, 1995, may be considered
for payment.

b) Exams Performed in Hospitals and Medical Clinics

i) Sexual assault examinations performed by a registered nurse or physicianin a
hospital or medical clinic for the purpose of gathering evidence and treating and
preventing sexually transmitted infections will be considered for payment.

(1) Hospitals and medical clinics must submit the current version of an UBform,
itemized bill, and medical records.

i) Sexual assault examinations performed in a hospital or medical clinic will be reviewed to
determine the reasonableness and eligibility of the charges.

(1) If after the Commission’s review of the charges, they are found to be charged at an
excessive rate and/or not rendered for the purpose of gathering evidence and/or
treating and preventing sexually transmitted infections, the charges will be denied
for payment.

iii) If after the Commission’s review of the charges, it is determined that they do not
comply with the Alabama Attorney General’s Protocol for the Examination and

Treatment or Victims of Sexual Assault, the charges will be denied for payment.

c) Exams Performed by a Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner {(SANE).
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i)

ii)

vi)
vii)

Each itemized bill or statement for a sexual assault examination will be considered for
payment in the order that it is received.

Each itemized bill or statement will be reviewed for accuracy and to determine the
appropriate payment category. The itemized bill or statement will be paid based
upon the payment category the Commission determines is appropriate.

The Commission will provide reimbursement for “Jane Doe” sexual assault
examinations performed on adult victims.

The Commission will not reimburse for “Jane Doe” sexual assault examinations for
children.

Each itemized bill or statement must identify the International Classification of
Diseases (ICD-9) code.

Each billed procedure, service or supply/medication must be itemized.
Each billed procedure, service or supply/medication must include the appropriate
Physicians’ Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) code.

viii) The initial forensic examination will be considered for payment. Only services

rendered, and medications provided “for the purpose of gathering evidence and
treatment for preventing sexually transmitted infections in sexual abuse crimes and
offenses” will be considered pursuant to the Commission’s Sexual Assault
Examination Payment Policy.

Each itemized bill or statement must include a copy of the completed Sexual Assault
Information Form (AL102) that is included in the State of Alabama Collection Kit
provided by the Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences or equivalent
documentation. Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences provides collection kits
free of charge and payment will not be provided for the kits.

Signed, written confirmation from an employee of the SANE facility that the sexual
assault was reported to the Department of Human Resources (DHR) or law
enforcement must be provided in cases in which the victim is a minor. If confirmation
is not received, the sexual assault examination will not be considered for payment.

d) Referrals from Hospitals and Medical Clinics

i)

When a hospital or medical clinic refers a victim of sexual viclence to a SANE facility,
the SANE facility will be paid for the cost of the sexual assault examination.

When a hospital or medical clinic and a SANE facility perform a sexual assault
examination for the same incident, the SANE facility will be paid for the cost of the
sexual assault examination. If the hospital or medical clinic administered medication
and the SANE facility did not administer medication, the hospital or medical clinic
may be paid the difference between the cost of an exam with medication and the
cost of an exam without medication for the appropriate payment category.
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iii) The Commission will not pay a hospital or medical clinic and a SANE facility a
duplicate fee for the same incident through the Sexual Assault Examination Payment
Program.

4) COLLECTION OF EVIDENCE WITHIN 72 HOURS
a) [fitis determined that the sexual assault took place more than 72 hours prior to the
sexual assault examination, the use of an evidence collection kit may not be
necessary. Alabama Attorney General’ Alabama Protocol for the Examination and
Treatment of Victims of Sexual Assault.
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i) The reasonableness of the charges for sexual assault examinations performed after
72 hours will be determined on a case-by-case basis.

(1) The age, mental capacity, and the victim’s ability to seek a sexual assault
examination within 72 hours of the assault will be considered when making a
determination regarding the reasonableness of a sexual assault exam performed
more than 72 hours after the sexual assault.

5) INELIGIBLE EXPENSES

a) The following expenses are not eligible pursuant to the Commission’s Sexual Assault
Examination Payment Program:

i) treatment for injuries;

ii) medication for any purpose other than the treatment and prevention of sexually
transmitted infections;

iii) hospital admissions.

b) All sexual assault victims should be provided a crime victims’ compensation
application. Expenses that are ineligible pursuant to the Commission’s Sexual Assault
Examination Payment Program may be eligible for crime victims’ compensation
benefits.

6) FALSE REPORTS
i. a) The Commission will not compensate for a sexual assault examination if it is
determined that a rape or sexual assault did not occur. Examples of false reports include,
but are not limited to, consensual sexual contact and no sexual contact.

7) SEXUAL ASSAULT EXAMINATIONS CONDUCTED ON ALLEGED PERPETRATORS/OFFENDERS

e Commission does not provide for the cost of sexual assault examinations
1) The C ission d t provide for th t of I It inati
performed on alleged perpetrators/offenders.

8) SEXUAL ASSAULT EXAMINATION PAYMENT CATEGORIES
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a) Child Sexual Assault Examination Without Medication - $400
i) This fee includes exam, nurse examiner fee, pregnancy test, microscopic sperm
screening, 14 Fr Foley Hymenal Exam, and drug screen.
ii) Ifthe itemized bill is less than $400, the lesser amount of the itemized bill will be
paid.

b) Adult Sexual Assault Examination Without Medication - $400
i) This fee includes exam, nurse examiner fee, pregnancy test, microscopic sperm
screening, 14 Fr Foley Hymenal Exam, and drug screen.
ii) Ifthe itemized bill is less than $400, the lesser amount of the itemized bill will be
paid.
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¢) Adult Sexual Assault Examination with Medication - $550
i) This fee includes exam, nurse examiner fee, pregnancy test, microscopic sperm
screening, 14 Fr Foley Hymenal Exam, drug screen, and all medications except HIV
prophylaxis.
i) Iftheitemized bill is less than $550, the lesser amount of the itemized bill will be
paid.

d) Child Sexual Assault Examination with Medication - $550
i) This fee includes exam, nurse examiner fee, pregnancy test, microscopic sperm
screening, 14 Fr Foley Hymenal Exam, drug screen, and all medications except HIV
prophylaxis.
i) i theitemized bill is less than $550, the lesser amount of the itemized bill will be
paid.

e) Sexual Assault Examinations Conducted Away from Office/Clinic Base - $300

f) Lab Processing Fee - $50

i) Alab processing fee may be paid for testing for sexually transmitted infections
for sexual assault examinations performed at a hospital or SANE Clinic.
Documentation of the testing must be provided in order to issue payment for a
lab processing fee,
(1) The Commission does not provide compensation for lab or specimen collection
fees.

9) HIV PROPHYLAXIS

i) The Commission may consider payment for the cost of providing HIV prophylaxis for
victims of sexual violence through its Sexual Assault Examination Payment Program.
Payment for HIV prophylaxis may be reduced when payment is made by insurance
or other collateral sources.
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i) Ifitis determined that a victim of sexual violence is at risk for exposure to HIV,
the Commission may provide payment for a 28-day drug regimen of HIV
prophylaxis to a SANE facility, hospital, medical clinic, pharmacy, or victim of
sexual violence.

i) The Commission may provide payment for one follow-up medical visit to
monitor tolerance of the HIV prophylaxis by a victim of sexual violence. The
amount of payment for this expense will be decided on a case-by-case basis and
it will be determined based on the reasonableness of the charges. (Additional
medical care may be considered for payment if the victim of sexual violence files
a regular crime victims’ compensation application.)
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iii) If a victim of sexual violence has health insurance, the pharmacy, hospital, or
medical clinic filling the prescription for HIV prophylaxis must first seek payment of
the expense from the health insurance provider.

b) The Commission will not reimburse for HIV prophylaxis if the nature of the
assault does not support this treatment protocol.

c) HIV Prophylaxis Payment Limitations

i) Truvada (28-day supply): $1,546.52
ii) Isentress 400 mg (28-day supply): $1,473.72
iii) Retrovir (28-day supply): $554,60
iv) Epivir (28-day supply): $498

v) Tivicay (28-day supply): $1825.99

262-X-11-.02 Eligibility Criteria for Sexual Assault Payments. — REPEALED

CHAPTER 262-X-12 DOMESTIC VIOLENCE -REPEALED

262-X-13 SPECIAL SERVICES

262-X-13-.01 Persons with Limited English Proficiency

Purpose: The ACVCC is committed to providing all victims/claimants with meaningful access to
its services. The ACVCC shall provide at no cost to the victims/claimants, timely and accurate
language assistance and communication assistance to persons with limited English proficiency
(LEP). Language assistance will likely be needed during the submission of the application, claim
investigation and appeal hearing. The ACVCCis committed to providing language assistance
without delay, at every contact point.

(1) Definitions:
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Miriam Shehane
January 25, 1944 — June 17, 2024
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Fis year the victims of crime in Alabama lost a champion. Ms. Mir-
iam Shehane was known to many as the “mother of victims rights”.
Following the death of her oldest daughter, Quenette, in 1976, Miri-
am began a crusade against the injustice she saw in the Alabama ju-
dicial system related to victims of crime, and eventually founded the
organization known as VOCAL (Victims of Crime and Leniency). Miri-
am spent over 40 years dedicated to VOCAL and to the service of
victims of crime including areas such as law revision and creation,
parole hearing and court case support, counseling, and compensa-
tion. Miriam was proud to be a member of the Alabama Crime Vic-
tims Compensation Commission where she served for 37 years.

Ms. Shehane passed away on June 17, 2024, leaving behind a leg-
acy so many of us in the victims service community will strive to live
up to. We are grateful for her service and spirit in helping victims of
crime.
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