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ALABAMA CRIME VICTIMS
COMPENSATION COMMISSION

P. O Box 1548
RSA Union Building, 100 N, Union Street, Suite 778
Doris S. Dease Montgomery, AL 36102-1548 Commissioners
Acting Txecutive Director Miriam Shehane

Barkara Brown
Capt. Benny R, Peoples

Honorable Don Siegelman
Governor of Alabama
Alabama State Capitol
Montgomery, Alabama 36130

Honorable Members of the State Legisiature
State of Alabama

Alabama State House

Montgomery, Alabama 36130

Dear Governor Siegeiman, Ladies and Gentlemen:

On behaif of the Commission, | am pleased to submit the Annual Report of the Alabama
Crime Victims Compensation Commission for the period of October 1, 1998, through September
30, 1999. It includes the duties, responsibifities, and special activities of the Commission.

This year, the Commission paid over $6,000,000 to crime victims for osses incurred as a
result of violence. In addition to the financial help, we spend a great deal of time and effort
continuing to educate the pubiic and the criminal justice system about the many needs of crime
victims. However, this work could not be accompiished without the assistance and cooperation
from across Alabama. Law enforcement officers, district attorneys, victim service officers, judges,
circuit clerks, probation officers, and many others give the Commission staff untold hours of
assistance. Of this we are extremely grateful. Lkewise, we thank the many state agencies who are
always ready and willing to provide us with the information we need in order to help crime victims.

It is with great pride that i submit the Annual Report to you. | am especially pleased that we
have been able to serve Alabama crime victims and their families efficiently and compassionately.

Sincerely,

Doris S. Dease
Acting Executive Director

DD:br

Meeting the Critical Needs of Crime Victims
(334) 242-4007, 1-800-541-9388, Fax (334) 353-1401




Qovesf,uo:( A hpointe Commission

Miriam Shehane was appointed to the original Commission in 1984 for a
four year term by Governor Wallace and was re-appointed by Governor
Hunt in 1988. She served until 1992 and was re-appointed in July 1993 by
Governor Folsom. She is a former banker and has worked as Victim Service
Officer in the District Attorney’s office in Montgomery and as Supervisor of
the Aftorney General's Office of Victim's Assistance. Mrs, Shehane’s
dedication to the victims' movement in Alabama has been acknowledged
throughout the nation where she has been asked to speak at national
conferences on victims' issues. Mrs. Shehane was one of the founding
members of VOCAL and has served as the state president since its
inception in 1982. She found owt about the trauma of victimization first
hand when her daughter Quenette was murdered while she was enrclled
in Birrmingham Southern in 1976. Mrs. Shehane is marred to Eciward
Shehane from Clio, Alabama, and has two other children.

Benny R. Peoples was appointed to the Commission in June 1995 by
Governor Fob James to serve a four-year term as the law enforcement
representative. He is a 28-year veteran of the Alabama Department of
Public Safety and holds the ranks of Captain and the positon of Troop
Commander of | Troop, Mobile. Captain Peoples started his career in
Madison County and has moved throughout the state during his career. He
is a United States Air Force veteran and has been a CID agent in the
Alabama National Guard for 27 years with the rank of CW 4 in the 1156th
MP DET. Captain Peoples and his wife, Rita, have three children and three
grandchildren, and reside in Saraland, Alabama.

In November 1996, Barbara Brown was appointed to the Commissicn in
the Crime Victims position to serve a four year term by Governor Fob
James. Mrs. Brown is the mother of two murdered sons. Brandon, age 19,
was murdered in Dallas County in June, 1993, Horace, Jr, age 28 was killed
in Birmingham in September, 1994, No arrests have been made in either
case. Although no resolutions have been found in either murder, she hopes
by becoming an activist she can help society understand the epidemic of
crime that is running rampant in our country. Mrs. Brown believes
everybody can do something, such as being a role model to a child in your
neighborhood. Through her own pain and agony she has dedicated herself
to reach out to others who are huriing. Barbara and her husband, Horace,
reside in Selma. They have a daughter, Holly.




New Director Appointed

HSunocent Vietime of Violent
Crimes Can Now Get Help

J. Philip Land was named the Executive Director of the Alabama Crime
Victims Compensation Commissicn on Fetruary 1, 1999,

Land, a native of Hueytown, comes to the Alabama Crime Victims

Compensation Commission from the Governor's Division of Victim

Assistance in South Carclina. He managed unprecedented claims

69 Cph (-Qi) %Qa“ d caseloads and initiated innovative training and strategic planning

' : f capabilites statewide during his four-year tenure. Land's financial and

managenal background scans a quarter-century in business and banking industries and includes serving on the
South Carolina Board of Financial Institutions.

Land stated, “The Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission has a solid reputation nationally and I'm
pleased to be coming on board. Together we will strive for even better ways to serve our citizens who have
been negatively impacted by crime. So many of them are in personal crisis and need a lifeline of support. While
on my watch, we will stand ready to assist them at all times.”

Land is married to Dr. Betty Lou Jackson Land, Ph.D., a native of Mountain Brock, for 28 years. She will be joining
him in Montgomery this summer along with their teenage son Philip.  Their daughter, Sarah Helen, performs for
the San francisco Opera Guild and resides with her husband in San Francisco.

Mr. Land resigned his position as the Executive Director August 13, 1999.

Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission
PO. Box 1548 ‘
Montgomery, Alabama 36102-1548



____ PROLOGUE

- of expenses for which compensation is paid.

( We Hear The Need for Help

iolent crime continues to rise. cost of medical examinations for the pupose.
Every day there is news about of gathering evidence and treatment for
violence — murder, assault, rape. preventing venereal disease. Application for |

other expenses incurred, including physical

| The criminal’s rights, punishments and release e ,
injury, counseling and lost wages, must meet

| are public knowledge. However we are not

aware of the pain and suffering of the victims alseliZEn
and their families which continues This assistance lessens the financial

- long after the crime has \\\ A CRIME [( burden of innocent victims

* occurred, N\t Ay [ of violent crime and

>0 U, e

L In an effort to alleviate SIS — e sirves ?‘S avehide o

. hardships suffered by~ S A—. / = ope for the rtlights of

victims of crime, the 7 J f W Q crime victims.

" Alabama Legislature Y “'\\ Our state law is
passed the Alabama /\f Ay A [TON C ()\\\J\\ unique. It requires a
Crime Victims Compensation victim or famity member of a
Commission Law June 1, 1984, The victim of viclent crime to serve on the .
Alabama Crime Victims Compensation three-member commission which hears
Commission provides the only substantial victim compensation cases. This provision
financial compensation to victims for insures that claims are reviewed from the

expenses for personal injunes including victim's standpaint.
medical, funeral and counseling bills.

, ‘ , Now there's hope for victims of crime. You
Alabama’s compensation law covers a variety

can begin the healing process by caliing the
Alabama Crime Victims Compensation ‘

~ As of July 27, 1995, in sexual abuse crimes Commission in Montgomery to find out if you

and offenses, Alabama law provides for the qualify.
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Phone (334) 242-4007
1-800-541-9388
Fax (334) 353-1401
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State Agency Formed

Created by the legislature in May of 1984,
Alabama became the 40th state to pass a law to
compensate victims of violent crime. Alabama has a
unigue program that eppears to incorporate the
best of many other states’ programs. The law is
broad about the iypes of crimes and services for
which victims may be assisted.

One of the features of Alasbama’s law which
makes it unique is the requirement o include on the
three member Commission, a victim of a crime of
violence who suffered serious personal injury, or a
member of

o
sLeh victins 2 LOmmission views
. . o S PO
immediate every claim with

family or a =zigmificant cerspectives.

member of 4
deceased victim's immediate family if the deceased
victim died because of a crime of viclence. This
provision insures that each claim is viewed through
the eye of a victim, and is seen as objectively as
possible.

The law also provides that one member be a
law enforcement officer with a minimum of 10 years
experience in or with a law enforcement agency
which has among its primary duties and
responsibilities the investigation of viclent crimes,
Adain, a certain perspective lends itself to the
decision making process.

Law Amended

In 1986, amendments to the ACVCC law were
passed to require all felons to pay a victim
assessment fee and to make other administrative
improvements.

In the 1990 Regular Session of the Legislature,
amendments to the law passed which increased
the lmits on funeral expenses from $2,000.00 to
$3,000.00 and made several changes to expedite
claims processing. This new amendment also
provided additional funding for District Attorneys to
allow for at least one Victim Service Officer in each
circuit.

In the 1995 Regular Session of the Legislature,
amendments to the law were passed which
authorized payments for sexual  assault
examinations; defined reascons for diminishing or
denying compensation awards; and clarified that
additional costs and assessments shall be assessed
in certain juvenile and youthful offender cases.

Also in 1995, Alabama amended its Conpstitu-
tion to include certain rights for the victim of crime.
This Amendment to the Constitution, as stated in
the Enabling Legislation, allows that within 7€ hours
of the criminal event, the law enforcement adency
investigating the crime will provide to the victim a
form in which to invoke their rights under the
Constitution. Further, the form given by the law
enforcement officer will tell the victim of the
existence and availability of financial assistance from
the Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commis-
sion, and the telephone number of ACVCC. The
affect of this legislation has made it possible that
more victims are notified of the funds, so they can
seek the assistance they need from the agency.

As of May 1, 1998, during the 1997/1998
regular Session, the law was adain amended to
make the following changes:

@  Criminally Injuricus Conduct shall include the act
of terrorism as defined in Section 23371 of Title
18, United States Code, committed cutside of
the United States, against a resident of this state.

Raised the maximum award allowance from
$10,000.00 to $15,000.00.

@ Increased the allowable for expenses relating
to funeral, cremation, or burial from $3,000.00
to $5,000.00.

# Increased compensation for work loss,
replacement services loss, and dependents’
replacement service loss from $200.00 to
$400.00 per week.

Raised the maximum allowable expense not to
exceed $5,000.00 for all future economic loss.

# Clarifying language was added to 15-23-4 to
keep the names and addresses of the victim or
claimant confidential.

2 languade was added to 15-23-12 to clarify the
circumstances for filing with the commission
later than one vear after the injury or death
upon which the claim is based “unless” the
commission finds good cause.

language was added to 15-23-12 to clarify
reporting to a law enforcement officer “later
than” 72 hours after the crime occurrence,
unless the commission finds there was good
cause for the failure to report within that time.

-
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B paised the commission members’ pay from
thirty doflars ($30.00) to seventy-five dollars
($75.00) per day for attendance of
commission meeting.

Funding Source
Court Costs

The Alabama legislature intends to provide a
means whereby victims of viclent crimes and their
dependents may be provided compensation in the
amount of actual expenses incurred as a direct
result of criminal acts of other persons. The amount
of alt costs is paid through the courts and remitted
to the Commission each month by the clerk of the
courts, The clerk is to keep accurate records of the
amounts due the Commission for the benefit of the
fund.

The funds collected by the court clerk comes
from court costs, victim assessment fees, restitution,
and civil suit reimbursements.

B Two dollars (32.00) is derived from each
moving traffic infraction.

B Ten dollars ($10.00) from each misdemeanor
violation.

B ffteen dollars ($15.00) where the offense
constitutes a felony.

Other funding sources for the agency come
from miscellaneous donations and federal grants.
These sources are explained later in this section.

Victim Assessment Fees

Prior to May 1990, the special victim
assessment fee was ordered on felonies and
ranged from twenty-five dollars ($25.00) to ten
thousand dollars ($10,000.00). This was amended
in 1990 to add a victim assessment fee onto all
miscdlemneanors.

Also amended in 1990 was the felony victim
assessment which increased the minimum judges
could order from $25.00 to $50.00 with the first
$25.00 going to ACVCC, and the second going to
OPS and any amount over the minimum doing to
ACVCC. The victim assessment fees are mandatory
but the judge does have discretion in the amount
of the fee ordered. Juddes are required to order
the assessment on juvenile and youthful offender
cases as well as adult cases.

Restitution and Civil Suit Reimbursements

The ACVCC Law allows for the Commission to
be subrogated to all rights of a claimant to receive
or recover from a collateral source such as civil
lawsuits or insurance payments to the extent that
compensation was awarded.

Whenever compensation is awarded to a
victim or a claimant who s entitled to restitution
from a criminal defendant, the Commissicn may
initiate  restitution  hearings in such  criminal
proceedings or infervene in the same.

ACVCC actively pursues all aventles of recovery
to the extent possicle when it has been
determined necessary to protect, maintain, or
enforce the commission’s rights to be subrogated,
Or to exercise any of ifs powers to carry out the
commission’s duties, and responsibilities.

Donations

The ACVCC Law allows for the acceptance of
gifts and donations from other sources in order to
implemernt the law under this section, although very

few funds ...in honor or memory of

are deved  a loved one who had
rough this . b
provision. died violently...

Instances where donations are received, is in
honor or memory of a loved one who has died
viclently or when a commupity, group of
organization may wish to make donations to the fund
to further erhance services to crime victims, and for
special events 1o increase public awareness of the
plight of crime victims.

Federal Grant Funds

The Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) was passed
in 1984 by an act of the United States Congress.
The U.S. Department of Justice mandated by
VCCA, collects fines and fees from offenders
corvicted of federal violstions. Each vear these
federal funds are made eligible to the states in the
form of federal grants, and is available to Victim
Assistance Programs and the Crime Victim
Compensation Programs in each state. ACVYCC
makes application for reimbursements dollars,
based on the amounts paid from state funds. The
amount may not exceed 40% of the total paid out
to victims from state dollars.

s o
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The U.S. Attorneys, the Federal Bureau of
Prisons, the Federal Probation Officers, and of
course the Victims of Crime Fund deserve our
thanks for their diligence in collecting the federal
fines and disbursing those awards to the states.
These federal funds make it possible to stretch state
dollars to enable ACVCC to provide compensation
benefits to Alabama victims.

Compensation Payments

Over the past fifteen years, the ACVCC program
has received 18,337 applications from crime
victims, and awarded more than $40,000,000.00
for services rendered them. The calculations below
show the years the claims were received and the
total dellars paid.

INITIAL CLAIMS RECEIVED & PAID
FY RECEIVED # PAID
84/85 915 $ 99663800
85/86 457 704,889.00
86/87 563 1,019,933.06
87/88 653 1,507,203.09
88/89 899 1,935,809.99
89/50 1,198 9,518,898.81
90/91 1,557 3,698,094.94
91/92 1,576 3,385,069.06
92/93 1,499 3,053,654.06
93/94 1,495 3,403,686.91
94/95 1,485 3,176,499.12
95/96 1,633 3,130,017.11
96/97 1,712 3,387,091.00
97/98 1,716 3,909,107.00
98/99 1,819 6,948,150.07
TOTAL 18,337 $40,534,594.15

The goal to improve our system to financially
compensate victims for their losses remain
constant. We are indeed proud to be able to assist
victims of crime with these awards. Also, we are
truly grateful to those who provide information and
assistance to the Commission as we try to make a
difference in the way victims of crime are treated.
The intent of the Commissicn to amend the existing
law will increase the awards made available to
crime victims. With these increased awards victims
will be able to recover more of their losses incurred
when becoming a victim of violence.

How Do | Apply?
Applications

Applications, informative brochures and other
information is available at the Alabama Crime
Victims Compensation office. Anyone reguesting
information may call (334) 242-4007 or toll free in
Alabama, at 1-800-541-9388. The FAX number is
(334) 353-1401. Also, applications and brochures
are denerally available at district attorneys’ offices,
sheriffs’ offices, and police departments.

District Attorneys’ offices have designated an
employee, or has on staff a Victim Service Officer
who is avallable to inform eligible victms about
compensation and who may be helpful in
completing applications. Also, the staff at ACVCC is
always available to answer questions and give aid in
completing the application.

Who Can Apply?
Eligibility
Any person whe is an innocent victim of
criminally injurious conduct and who has sustainect
personal injuries as a result; or a surviving spouse or
child of a victim who died as a result of criminalty
injurious conduct are eligible to make a claim.
Those eligible to make a claim include the
victim, a dependent of a victim who died as a result
of the criminally injurious conduct, or a person
authorized to act on behalf of a victim or a
dependent,

Compensation shall not be awarded in any of
the following circumstances:

1. Claim filed with the Commission later than
one year from the date of the crime, unless
the Commission finds good cause.

2. To a claimant who was the offender, or an
accomplice of the offender.

3. If the award would unjustly benefit the
offender or accomplice of the offender.

4. Crime was reported to law enforcement
officer later than 72 hours after its
occurrence, unless the Cormmission finds
good cause,

5. The Commission finding that the claimant or




victim has not fully cooperated with law
erforcement.

6. The degree of responsibility for the cause
of the injury or death is attributable to the
vietim as determined by the Commission.

7. To a victim or claimant who is convicted of
a felony after applying for compensation.

8. To a victim or claimant of a property crime
and not a viclent crime.

What Compensation May Be
Paid?

As of May 1998, the maximum award is
$15,000.00 with limitations on certain expenses.
The award may cover the following:

® Medical care

Psychiatric care

Werk Loss due to the crime
Funeral expenses
Rehabilitation of the victim

The Commission pays only those expenses
which are not covered by ancther source such as
insurance, workman's compensation, etc. The
victim or claimant must not receive compensation
from two sources. Stolen property, checks or cash
are not eligible expenses.

What Happens After a Claim is
Filed?

Processing

When an application is received in the office of
the Alabama Crime Victims Compensation
Commission several steps are taken. The application
is entered into the processing system, and given a
number. This number remains constant throughout
the processing time. An Administrative Support
Assistant, who is assigned to receive claims by
county, reviews the claim, and sends out letters
informing the claimant of the process, and asks for
additional information as needed. The claim is then
put in line for investigation. The investigation is to
determine what happened to the victim, and if the
case meets the eligibility criteria based on the
ACVCC law. Additionally, all bills for payment are

B OoH B W

verified with the medical/service provider for
aceuracy. Other investigations relating to the crime
such as forensics evaluation; mental health
evaluation; and other evaluations are performed as
needed in order to make a recommendation for
payment. The investigation also includes
determining the criminal charges against the
defendant, and if a trial has been held. This is done
to

determine | investigation is o

if determing what
restitution, hoae gﬁ@ﬁgﬁ o the victim
andfor i e ey
other  andl if the case me @é:@ the
court gibility criteria based
ordered ﬁ the ACYEC law.
money

will be ordered by the Couris. When the
investigation is finalized, a summary statement of the
victimization is presented to the three member
Commission at the monthly meeting. The
Commissicn shall hold at its principal place of
business regular monthly public meetings on the
second Thursday of each month and other
meetings at such times and places as its members
may elect.

The Commission Decides

The Commissioners review the summary of
facts, and render a decision based on the facts
presented. If the request for compensation is
approved, notices are sent to the victim or claimant
informing them of the payment and t¢ whom
payment is made. Likewise, the same information is
sent to the district attorney, the probation office,
and the court clerk, so the judge may have this
information at sentencing or restitution hearings. If
the request for compensation s denied, the
claimant may reguest an appeal, and must do so in
writing to the Commission within thirty (30) days of
the notification of the denial. The Commission will
then hear the case with an impartial hearing officer
present for re-consideration of the request and
render a decision. Following the final decision of
the appeal, notices are then forwarded to the
victim or claimant informing them of the
Commission decision.

Supplemental Awards
Provision is made for the payment of a
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supplemental award as additional bills arise. The
victim or claimant need only submit the bills to the
Commission as part of the original claim recquest.
The Commission will review the supplemental
requiest for eligibility.

Emergency Awards

Provision i5 also made for payment of an
emergency award in cases where urgent need is
apparent and requested,

Special Awards for Domestic
Violence Victims

Due to the urgent needs of victims of family
violence, a special emergency award is also
available under certain conditions as established in
the Rules and Regulations of the Alabama Crime
Victims Compensation Commission.

Special Awards for Sexual
Crimes

in July of 1995, the ACVCC law was amended
to allow medical providers to submit bifls for the
charges of medical examinations for the purpose of
gathering evidence and treatment for preventing
venereal disease in sexual abuse crimes and
offenses. This is an effort to relieve the victim from
being further victimized when asked to pay for the
gathering of criminal evidence.

Agency’s Advocacy Role
Public Awareness

As the state agency designated to advocate on
behalf of victims of violence, the Alabama Crime
Victims Compensation Commission spends a great
deal of time on efforts to increase the criminal
justice systern's awareness of the needs of crime
victims. Qur efforts are also directed toward the
public, whose chances of becoming a crime victim
increases daily.

Efforts to address the needs of crime victims
are vared and include such tasks as educational
information and training, public relations,
participation on committees representing victims,

8

and legislation. We also provide training to criminal
justice professionals, other professionals, and the
public in areas that will improve our community’s
response to crime victims.

Networking

The Commission continues each year to
network with cther victim organizations to share
information and offer assistance that encourages
new services for victims, and to solicit information
on new legislation to improve the responses to
victims. We work closely with agencies and
organizations such as the Attormey General's Victim
Assistance Program, the Office of Prosecution
Services, the Coalition Against Domestic Violence
Program, the Coalition of Rape Crisis Programs,
Victims of Crime and Leniency, Mothers Against
Drunk Driving Program, the Child Advocacy Centers,
and others,

We became partners with VOCAL to sponsor
the Annual Statewide Candlelight Vigil. This was a
very poignant ceremony which allowed victims and
survivors the opportunity to light a candie and
remember foved ones who did not survive their
victimization. White crosses spanned the lawn of
the Department of Public Safety representing the
over One Thousand (1,000) deaths caused by
murder, or drug and alcohol related crashes
annually. Often, family members place a bouquet of
flowers,

o o€ White crosses spanned
place at the lawn of the

the Department of Public
crosses. Safety representing over
1,000 deaths caused by
murder, drug or alcohol
related crashes

Special Events

The Anriual Christmas Party for Grieving Children
of Homicide Victims was held at the Embassy Suites
Hotel. With the success of the event, plans are
under way to continue this event each year. Fifty-six
(56) children whose parent or sibling was
murdered the past year were honored at the party.
This effort is to let these special children know
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someong cares about them. The party was
complete with Santa handing out a present for each
child.

In addition to the present fromi Santa, each
child received a Teddy Bear from the Alabama State
Troopers Association.  Sgt. Tim  McGlothlin
representing the Association handed out the Teddy
Bears and gave out kind words of encouragemert
to the children. Special thanks to the Trooper
Association for the time and effort it took to attend
the party and make this truly a unique day for the
children.

Mr. Carter Papke of the Montgomery County
District Attorney’s Office, and his wife, Melanie led
the children as they played Christmas carols on
Handbells. What a beautiful experience! tt truly
sounded as if the little choir had been rehearsing for
weeks. We hope to have this an annual part of the
Party.

A special Angel Memorial Service added the
final touches to an already special occasion. The
name of each deceased victim was displayed on a
cut out angel for the children to honor. At the
appointed time, each victim’s name was called, and
the family members came forward and proudly
hung the ‘Angel” on the Christmas Tree, and
remembered their loved ones during the Memorial
Service.

Publications

Brochures that have been created by ACVCC
are made available to groups providing services to
victims at their training events,

# Victims Rights and Responsibilities: The Alabama
Constitutional Amendment
@ Innocent Victims of Crime Can Now Get Help

# A Guide to Survival For Families of Homicide

Victims
#  After the Trial: The Corrections Process
# A Guide to Understanding Restitution

Books
What's Left After Crime? HOPE (Updated 1998)

Other Accomplishments.
# Amended the ACVCC law to increase
maximum awards to crime victims to $15,000

Processed over 2,500 claims for crime victims
and their famities

Maintained a 1-2 week tme frame to process
emergency awards

Provided information and referral to more than
1,000 callers

Established and published new rules and
regulations for the processing of special awards
to victims of domestic viclence

Participated in State PersonnelPayroll training,
and incorporated new employees’ system
Provided assistance and information to victim
service providers, and other groups

Produced an annual calendar for law
enforcement agencies with our name and
telephone number to be used as a referral
Guide

Received federal grant to enhance the
compensation program as well as stretch state
funds for crime victims

Participated in National Victims Rights Week
activities across the state, including many of the
Candlefight Vigils held to remember crime
victims and survivors

Mailed Christmas cards to remember crime
victims during the holidays

Mailed cards of encouragement to crime
victims and their families

Assisted victims by attending parole board
hearings

Attended court proceedings with victims
Supported victims in group sessions, and
provided active listening to let crime victims
know someone cares for thern

Held the Annual Christmas Party for Grieving
Children of Homicide Victims

Provided training to alt law enforcement
academies, Dept. of Corrections training, victim
advocacy orgdanizations and others on the
ACVCC Law and general victim related issues
Received training through the State District
Attorneys Association




“Proclaiming Vel
April 18

ACYCC
Commissioners
Miriam Shehane,
Barbara Brown,
Benny Peoples and
Hon. Bill Pryor

Keynote Speaker
Ms Kim Griffith
addresses
Conference




mg “Righte Week

24,1999

Corrections Commissioner Michael
Haley addresses conference
participants

Yictim Advocate
of the Year
Ms. Glenda Richardson
of
MADD
takes top honors

!

Judge Sue Bell Cobb speaks with
Alabama Attorney General Bill Pryor
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tar Ciaieving Chillelven

Families attending
the party enjoy the
magician.

Volunteers cut
angels for the Angel
Memorial Service
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The magician makes
the participants
laugh

The littlest
victim
receives a
teddy bear
from
Trooper
McClothlin

Families place their
angel on the
Memorial Tree in
memory of a loved
one
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October 1, 1998 - September 30, 1999

Claims Received
Claims Processed (inclusive of all claims processed for payments)
Original Claims Approved
Requested Amount 1256
Redluced Amount 90
Original Claims Denied
Original Claims Ineligible
Original Claims Held

Supplemental Claims Approved
Supplemental Claims Not Approved

Emergency Awards Approved

Special Assistance Domestic Violence Awards Approved
Special Assistance Domestic Violence Awards Denied/Ineligible

Sexual Assault Examinations Paid
Sexual Assault Examiniations Denied/Ineligible

Criginal Claims Pending at end of Fiscal Year

AWARD AMOUNTS

Original Claims

Supplementals

Emergency Awards

Special Assistance Domestic Viclence
Sexual Assault Examinations

Total Compensation Payout

* Does not include Void or Refunds Against Disbursements

1346

242
289
48

421

$5,553,207.03
348,509.07
155,685.08
111,601.70
99,147.95

$6,248,150.07 *

1819

2739

60

138
31

939
41

720
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Balance Sheet
As of September 30, 1999
CURRENT ASSETS: FY 99
CASH: 993,188.00
INVESTMENTS:
MONEY MARKET: 187,493.00
GOVERNMENT BONDS: 3,445,570.00
NON-GOVERNMENT BONDS: 3,851,015.00
EQUITY MUTUAL FUNDS: 408,372.00
FIXED ASSETS: 266,140.00
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS: 8,471,778.00
LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY:
LIABILITIES FOR UNPAID CLAIMS:
*CLAIMS PAYABLE: 3,302,150.00
VOUCHERS PAYABLE 168,693.00
TOTAL LIABILITIES: 3,471,143.00
FUND EQUITY:
FUND BALANCE: 5,000,635.00
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY: 8,471,778.00




Alabama Crime Vietime
C@mp@mati()b'x Commisgion

Statement of Revenue vs Expenses
As of September 30, 1999

REVENUES:
RECEIPTS FROM COURTS: $ 3,084,652.00
INTEREST INCOME: 716,069.00
FEDERAL REIMBURSED: 945,000.00
SUBROGATION: 961,465.00
DONATION/SALES/REFUNDS: 147.00
TOTAL REVENUES: s 5,907,333.00

EXPENSES:
 CLAIMS PAID: $ 5,962,583.00
. OPERATING EXPENSES: 1355,359.00
- BANK CHARGES: 38,384.00

© . TOTAL EXPENSES: $ 7,356,326.00

$ (1,448,993.00)
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Breabdown of Claime by Offense

(Approved Criginal Claims)

Number
of claimsl
Adult Repe (over age 16) 47

%‘?\W@@Pﬁ?d.{?‘ﬂf@???fam’,'Y,_,,,, R 2
Altempted Murder - Non-Family 82

Manslaughter %9
Murder - Family 41

Sodomy Fam'fv M
Sodomy Non- Famsiy 17

Veh'_c.té?ar .Assauit _______________________________________________________________________ o

Vehicular Homicide 18
Total 1346

This report was done using the meeting date for all approved original claims.



NOCo and S0
American/Alaskan Indian Approved 1 4 5
Denied 1 1 9
Ineligible 9 1 3
Reduced 0 0] 0
4 6 10
Aslan/Pacific Islander Approved 7 2 @
Denied 0 0 0
Ineligible 0 0 0
Reduced 0 0 0
7 9 Q
Black Approved 395 261 586
(Not of Hispanic Origin) Denied 119 33 152
Ineligible 105 58 163
Reduced 41 8 4G
590 360 950
Hispanic Approved 8 7 15
Denied 4 0 4
Ineligible 2 0 Q
Reduced 1 0 1
15 7 99
White Approved 270 365 635
Denied 52 31 83
Ineligible 49 64 113
Reduced Q2 17 39
393 477 870
Cther Approved 0 6 6
Denied 1 0 1
Ineligible 0 0 0
Reduced 1 0 1
Q 6 8
Totals 1011 858 1869
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Reasons for Non-_Approval

—

Closed by Staff (20.12%) ¥
Contribution (18.9%)
No Crime Committed - Accident (0.19%) :
Award Would Benefit Offendeer (0.12%)
Ihegal Activity (04.63%) :
Lack of Cooperation with Law Enforcement (11.71%)
Non-Criminal Injurious Conduct (11.95%) ]
Lack of Cooperation with ACYCC (04.09%) 7
Claim Not Filed within 1 year (01.95%) |
No Physical injury (0.%) :
No Economic Loss Incurred (01.1%)
Felony Exclusion (02.39%)

Unable to Locate Victim (0.12%)

Other (15.98%) |

Not Reported within 72 Hours {0.61%)

Property Loss Only (0.%) :
Application Withdrawn (0.%) |
Colisteral Source (06.99%) |

No Police Report Filed (0.12%) B
False Claim (0.%) B

{Pre-June 1, 1984 (0.12%)

Fr ——

60 80 100

120

140 160

180
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Chapter 23
Alabama Crime Victime

Article 1.

Crime Victims' Compensation.

Short titfe.
Legislative findings, efc.
Definitions.

Alabama Crime Victims Compensation
Commission — Created; composi-
tion;terms; qualifications; officers;
place of meeting; quorum; record
of proceedings; oond: compen-
sation.

Alabama Crime Victims Compensation
Commission — Powers and duties.

Alabama Crime Victims Compensation
Commission — Annual Report
required.

Audit of financial affairs of commission
authorized.

Compensation for economic loss
resulting from criminal conduct -
Authorized; procedure.

Compensation for economic loss
resulting from criminal conduct —
Collateral source contribution not
required.

Compensation for economic loss
resulting from criminal conduct-
Hearing required generally;
procedure in contested cases;
settlement by consent order, etc.

Filing claim under article constitutes
waliver of physician-patient
privilege.

When compensation not awarded,
diminished, etc.; reconsideration of
award.

15-23-13

15-23-14

15-23-15

15-23-16

15-23-17

15-23-18
15-23-19
15-23-20
15-23-21
15-23-92

15-23-23

Award not contingent on prosecution
or conviction of offender; effect of
proof of conviction; suspension of
proceedings under article.

Award of compensation subrogates
commission to rights of claimant as
to collateral source; funds
recovered from collateral source
held in trust for commission;
disposition of trust funds; notice of
action to recover damages;
restitution hearings,

Armount and method of
compensation; fiture economic
loss generally; exemption from
state and local taxes, efc.

Alabama Crime Victims Compensation
Fund; created; purposes:
composition; administered or
managed by commission.

Assessment of additional costs and
penalties; collection and
disposition of additional
assessments, etc.

Penalties-Influence peddling.

Penalties-Failure of commission
member to disclose conflict of
interest.

Penalties-Altercation of commission
records, etc.

Penalties — Furnishing false infarmation:
failure to disclose material fact, etc.

Penalties-Unauthorized control over
money or securities of commission.

Certain persons deemed ineligible for
compensation,



ARTICLE 1.
CRIME ViICTIMS' COMPENSATION.

§ 15-23-1. Short title.

This article shall be known and may be cited as the "Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Act,” (Acts 1984, No.
B84-658, p. 1308, § 1.)

Collateral references, - Governmental tort liabiity for film, or comparable reverues to criminals, 60 ALR4th 1210,
failure to provide pofice protection to specifically threatened Chil action for damages under state Racketeer iInfluenced
crime victim. 46 ALR4th 948, and Corrupt Organizations Acts (RICO) for losses from

Valicity, construction, and appiication of *Son of Sam' laws racketeering activity. 62 ALR4th 654,

regulating or prohibiting distrioution of crime-related bock,

§ 15-23-2. Legisiative findings, etc.

The tegislature hereby finds, determines and declares that victims of violent crime are often reduced to bereft and
destitute circumstances as a resuit of the criminal acts perpetrated against them, that the financial or economic resources
of slich victims and their dependents are in many instances distressed or depleted as a result of injuries inflicted upon them
by victent criminals.

That the general sociat and economic welfare of such victims and their dependents is and ought to be intimately
affected with the pubslic interest, that the depiorable plight of these unfortunate citizens shouid not go unnoticed by our
institutions and! agencies of government,

The Legisiature hereboy further finds, determines and deciares that it is to the benefit of all that victims of violernce and
their dependents be assisted financially and socially whenever possibie.

To this end the Legislature intends to provide a means whereby victims of violent crime and their dependents may be
provided compensation in the amount of actual expenses incurred as a direct resuit of criminal acts of other persons.

The provisions of this article are to be construed so as to accomplish this purpose and to promote the same which is
hereby declared to be the pubfic policy of this state. (Acts 1984, No. 84-658, p. 1308, § 2.)

§ 15-23-3. Definitions.

As used in this article the following words shall include, but are not limited to the fotlowing meanings uniess the
context ctearly requires a different meaning:

Q) Commission. The Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission as created by Section 15-93-4.
Q) Caminanty Inurious Comnpuct. Criminally injurious conduct includes any of the foliowing acts:

a.  Anact cccurting or attempted within the geographical boundaries of this state which resuits in serious
personal injury or death to a victim for which punishment by fine, imprisonment or death may be imposed.

b, Anact occurning or attempted cutside the geographical boundaries of this state in another state of the
United States of America which is punishable by fine, imprisonment, or death and which resuits in personal injury or
death o a citizen of this state, and shall include an act of terrorism, as defined in Section 2331 of Title 18, United
States Code, commiitted outside of the United States, against 4 resident of this state; provided however, the citizen at
the time such act was committed had a permanent piace of residence within the geographical boundaries of this
state, and in addition thereto, any of the following circumstances apply, that the citizen:

1. Head a permanent place of empioyment located within the geographical boundaries of this state.

2. Was a member of the reguiar armed forces of the United States of America; or the United States Coast

Guard; or was & fuli-ime member of the Alabama National Guard, Alabama Air National Guard, U.S. Army

Reserve, LLS. Naval Reserve, LS. Alr Force Reserve,

3. Was retired and receiving Social Security or other retirement income.

4. Was 60 years of age or older.

5. Was temporarily in another state of the United States of America for the pumpose of receiving medlicat
treatment,

6. Was temporarily in another state of the United States of America for the purpose of performing
employment-reiated duties required by an empioyer located within the geographical boundaries of this state
as an express condition of empioyment or employee benefits.

7. Was temporarly in another state of the United States of Ametica for the purpose of receiving
occupationdl, vocational, or other job-related training or instruction required by an employer located within
the geographical boundaries of this state as an express condition of employment or employee benefits.

8.  Was a full-time student at an academic institution, college, or university iocated in ancther state of the
United States of America.




9. Had not departed the gecgraphical baundaries of this state for a period exceeding 30 days or with the
intention of becoming a citizen of ancther state or estatlishing a permanent place of residence in ancther state.

The term “criminally injurious conduct” shall not mean: an act committed outside the geographical boundaries of this

state LupON a person who was not at the time a citizen of Alabama, or an act committed outside the geographical

boundaries of this state upon a person who at the time had departed the geographical boundaries of this state for
the purpose of becoming a citizen of, or establishing & permanent place of residence In, ancther state.

3y Vianm A person who suffered serious personal injury or death as a result of criminally injurious conduct.

4 Depenoent. A natural person wholly or partiatly dependent upon the victim for care or support, and inciudes a
child of the victim born after the death of the victim where the death occurred as a result of criminally iniurious conduct.

5 CLamant. Any of the following persons applying for compensation under this article:

a. Avictim.

b. A dependent of a deceased victim, if such victim died as a resutt of criminally injurious conduct.

c. A person authorized to act on behalf of a victim or a dependent of a deceased victim i such victim
died as a result of criminally injurious conduct,

(6)  Allowance Bxpense, Charges incurred for needed products, services and accommaodations, including, but not
fimited to, medicat care, rehabiiitation, rehabllitative occupational rehabilitation, rehabilitative occupationat training, and
other rermedial reaiment and care. it aiso includes a totat charge not in excess of five thousand doilars ($5,000) for
expenses related to funeral, cremation, or burial.

7 Work Loss. Loss of income from work the victim or claimant would have performed if the victim had not been
injured or died, reduced by any income from substifute work actually performed by the victim or claimant or by income
the victim or claimant woukd have eamed in available approprate substitute weork which he or she was capable of
performing but unreasonably failed to undertake.

€)) RepLACEMENT SERVICES LOSS. Expenses reasonably incurred in obtaining ordinary and necessary services in lieu of
those the victim would have performed, not for income, but for the benefit of self or family, if the victim had not been
injured or died.

(@) Economc Loss oF A Desenpent. A loss after the death or injury of the victim of contributions of things of
economic value to the dependent, not including services which wouid have been received from the victim if he or she
had not suffered the fatal injury, less expenses of the dependent avoided by reason of death or injury of the victim,

(10)  Remacement SErvices Loss or Depenpent. The loss reasonably incurred by dependents after death of the victim in
obtaining ordinary and necessary services in lieu of those the deceased victim wouid have performed for their benefit had
the deceased victim not suffered the fatal injury, less expenses of the dependent avoided by reason of death of the victim
and not subtracted in calkcuiating the economic loss of the dependent.

(11)  Economic Loss. Monetary detriment consisting only of allowable expense, work loss, repiacement services loss
and, if injury causes death, economic loss and replacement services loss of a dependent, but shall not include
noneconomic loss or noneconomic detriment.

(12)  Norsconomc Loss ok DermenT. Pain, sufferng, inconvenience, physical impairment, and nonpecuniary damage.

(13)  Couareral Source. Source of incorme, financiat or other benefits or advantages for economic loss other than the
compensation paid by the compensation commission which the ciaimant has received or is entitled to receive or is readily
avaifable to the claimant, from any one or more of the following:

a. The offender.

b.  The government of the United States or any agency thereof in the form of benefits, such as Sociat
Security, Medicare and Medicaid, a state or any of its political subdivisions or an instrumentality of two or more
states, unless the law providing for the benefits or advantages makes them excessive or secondary 1o benefis
under this article.

c.  Any temporary nonoccupational disabilty insurance.

o Worker's compensation,

e.  Wage continuation programs of any employer,

f. Proceeds of a contract of insurance payabie to the claimant for loss which the victim sustained because
of the criminatly injurious conduct,

g, A contract providing prepaid hospitat and other health care services or benefits for disability.

(14)  Oracz oF Prosecunon Services. The Office of Prosecution Services as established by Section 12-17-230. (Acts 1984,
No. 84-658, p. 1308, § 3; Acts 1986, N, 86-510, p. 993, § 1; Acts 1990, No. 90-470, p. 677, § 1; ACt 98-492, § 1.)

The 1998 amendment, effective May 1, 1998, substituted United States Code, committed outside of the United States,
a period for “;or” throughout; in subdivision (9) inserted the against & resident of this state “preceding”; provided”,
*Crminally injurious conduct includes any of the following acts:” substiuted “the citizen” for "such citizen” and inserted “any of
preceding paragraph a., in paragraph a. substituted “imposed.” the following circumstances apply, that the citizen:” following
for “imposed; or”, in paregraph b. inserted *, and shall include “thereto”, in paragraph ¢. deleted the paragraph ¢ designatar
an act of terrorism, as defined in Section 2331 of Title 18, and in said undesignated paragraph substituted “the time &
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citizen of Alabama,” for “the time such act was committed a
citizenn of the State of Alabama” deleted "such act was
committed” following “time” and substituted “citizen of or
establishing” for “citizen of another state or for the purpose of
establishing”, in subdivision (6) substituted “five thousand
doflars ($5,000)" for “$3,000.00°, and made nonsubstantive

Code Commissioner”s Notes.- In 1998 in subparagraph
2. of paragraph b, of subdivision (9), the Code Commissioner
added the conjunction “or” for grammatical purposes.

Act 98-492, which amended this section and was
approved by the Governor on May 1, 1998, provided that the
act “shalf become operative on the first day of the third menth

changes. following its enaciment.”

§ 15-93-4, Alabama Crime Victims Compensa&on Commission—Created; composition; terms; quaiifications;
officers; place of meeting; quorum; record of proceedings; bond; compensation.

(@) There is hereby created the Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission, which shall be composed of
three citizens of the State of Alabbama, who shall be appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of the
Senate, for terms of four years each or untit their successors are appointed and qualified. Provided however initial
appointments shall be as follows: one member shall be appointed for two vears, one member shall be appointed for three
years and one member shalt be appointed for four years. All appointments to fill vacancies shall be for the duration of the
unexpired term and subsequent appointment shall be for four-year terms.

(b)  Atleast one member shall be a law enforcement officer with & minimum of 10 years experience in or with a
law enforcement agency which has among its primary duties and responsibilities the investigation of viclent crimes and the
apprenension or arrest of the perpetrators thereof,

{c) Al least one mernber shall be a victim of a crime of violence who suffered serious personat injury as a resuit
thereof, or a member of such victim's immediate family or a member of a deceased victim's immediate family if such
deceased victim died as a result of a crime of vicience, or an officer of a nonprofit, charitable crime victims organization
established pursuant to the laws of Alabama.

(e)] Each year the commission shall efect a chairman from #ts membership.

(e) The commission rmay appoint an executive director who shall serve at the pleasure of the

commission and shafl be paid a salary in an amount to be determined by the commission.

6] The comrmission shall have its principal place of business in the county wherein the State

Capitol is located.

@ The commission: shall hold at its principal place of business regular monthly public meetings on the second

Thursclay of each month and other meetings at such times and piaces as its members may elect.

h) Any two members of the commissicn shafl constitute a quorum for purposes of transacting the business of
the commission and two votes in favor shall be necessary for a decision by the commission &t any meeting of the
COMMISSION.

6] from time to time the commission shall establish rules and regulations for the administration of its duties and
responsibilities pursuant to this chapter,

)] The chairman of the commission shall keep a true record of ail of the proceedings of the meetings of the
comrmission. At the call of any member the vote on any pending question shalt be taken by ayes and nays, and the same
shall be entered in such record, the record of the proceedings of the commission shall be open to any member of the
commission and to the public at ali times and a copy of such record, certified by the chairman, shall be competent
evidence in alt courts. :

The commission shall decline to disclose the names and addresses of victims or claimants who have applied for
compensation pursuant to this article or the facts or circumstances of the criminaily injuricus conduct perpetrated against them.

(ko Ali members and employees of the commission handling money or exercising authority over any property shali,
before entering the discharge of their duties, give bond with & surety company authorized to do business in the State of
Alabama, as surety, payable to the commission in an amount or amounts sufficient to protect the commission against any
loss with respect to the funds, money or property handled, conditioned for the faithful discharge of their duties and
responsibilities and further conditioned upon their faithfully accounting for alt moneys, funds or properties coming into thelr
possession in the capacity of their employment,

) The Attorney General or the district attorney of the county wherein the State Capitol is located shall, upon
written request by the commission represent the commission in ali fitigation to which the commission is a party or in which
the commission has an interest. The Attorney General shall serve as a iegal advisor to the commission.

(m)  Alt commission members shall be paid seventy-five doliars ($75) per cay and mileage for attendance of
commission meetings. Mileage and per diem shalt be the same as allowed state employees when a commission member is
traveling on official business of the commission and shall be paid from the Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Fund, (Acts
1984, No. 84-658, p. 1308, § 4; Acts 1986, No. 86-510, p, 993, § 2; Act 98-499, § 1)

The 1998 amendment, effective May 1, 1998, in
subsection () in the first undesignated paragraph substituted

“The commission” for “provided however, the commission,”
deleted "the provision of” following “pursuant to” and
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deleted “when such disclosure in the opinion of the Code Commissioner's Notes. - Act 98-49%, which

commission would jecpardize or compromise an investigation amended this section and was approved by the Governor on
by a law enforcement agency or a grand jury into criminally May 1, 1998, provided that the act “shall become operative
injurtous condluct or in any way jeopardize or compromise a on the first day of the third month following its enaciment.”

prosecution for criminally injuricus conduct” following "against
them”; in subsection (m) substitted “seventy-five dollars
($75)" for "$30.00".

§ 15-23-5. Alabama Crime Yictims Compensation Commission—Powers and duties.

The commission shali have ali the powers and privileges of & comporation and all of its business shall be transacted in
the name of the commission. In addition to any other powers and duties specified eisewhere in this articie, the
commission shali have the power to:

1)) Regulate its own procedures except as otherwise provided in this chapter.

()  Define any term not defined in this articie.

3 Prescrice forms necessary to carry out the purposes of this article.

(4)  Obtain access to investigative reports made by law enforcement officers or law enforcement agencies which
may be necessary to assist the commission in making a determination of eligibility for compensation under this article;
provided however, the reports and the information contained herein, when received by the commission, shall be
confidentiat and under no circumstances shatl the commission disciose the same except to a grand jury.

(5)  Take judicial notice of general, technical, and scientific facts within their specialized knowledge.

(6  Publicize the avallability of compensation and information regarding the filing of ciaims therefor,

(7)  Coflect all moneys provided by this articie to be collected by the comemission.

(8)  Provide for and maintain all necessary administrative facilities and personnet.

(9 Provide for payment of all administrative salaries, fees, and expenses.

aom Cause s moneys 1o be nvested and its investments sold or exchanged and the proceeds and income
collected.

1t Determine who is a victim or dependent.

aa Pass upon all applications for compensation or other benefits provided for in this article.

13 Authorize executive director to pass upon all supplementat applications for compensation in an amaount not
to exceed one thousand doflars ($71,000) and to pass upon alt original applications for claims in an amount not to exceed
two thousand dollars ($2,000).

14) Adopt ruies and regufations as may e necessary or desirable to expedite the administration of the affairs of
the commission not inconsistent with this article.

15) Provide descriptive literature respecting the commission and s duties.

(16)  Pay ait compensation or other benefits that may be determined to be due under this article and under the rutes
and reguiations of the commission.

an Employ such agents, attorneys, actuaries, and other specialized personnel as shall be necessary or desirable
to enable the commission tG carry on its Rinctions in a proper and sound manner,

8 Receive by gift, grant, devise, or beguest any moneys or praperties of any nature or description.

(19} Accept and administer loans, grants, and donations from the federal government, its agencies, and ail other
saurces, public and private, for carrying out any of its functions.

20) Deveiop a comprehensive analysis of the problems regarding victims of crime within the criminal justice system
or systems of this state and formulate model programs, plans, or methods for tessening the physical, mental, or financial
burdens placed on innocent crime victims by the ocperation of the criminat justice system both on the state and locat tevel.

e identify laws, rules, or regulations proposed or adopted by any agency or institution of this state or any political
subdivision thereof which have or will have a significant adverse or beneficial impact upon crime victims and to advocate
the adoption, repeal, or modification thereof in the interest of innocent victims of crime.

(29) Coliect, develop, and maintain statistical information, records, and reports as the commission may determine
relevant or necessary to carry out its powers, cuties, or functions pursuant to this article. All agencies and institutions of
this state or the poiitical subdivisions thereof shali, upon a written request by the commission, furnish to the commission
statisticat information or data as the commission shall deem necessary to &uifill #s duties and responsibilities.

(23} Award toans or grants of money, equipment, or personnel to public or private nonprofit corporations or
associations, agencies of the State of Alabama or political subdivisions thereof, or to state, county, or municipal law
enforcement, prosecutorial or judicial agencies upon terms and conditions as the commission may deem proper for
the purpose of devetoping, enhancing, or establishing bona fide model crime victims service programs which
emphasize the collection of restitution from criminafs as an integral part of the criminat justice process, but the loans or
grants shaft only be awarded when sufficient funds are available in excess of reasonably anticipated or projected claims
for compensation.




(24 Provide, for the cost of medical examinations for the pumpose of gathering evidence and treatment for
preventing venereal disease in sexuat abuse crimes and offenses.

(257 Carry out any powers expressly granted elsewhere in this articie to the commission.

(86)  Alt other powers necessary for the proper administration of this articte, (Acts 1984, No. 84-658, p. 1308, § 5;
Acts 1986, No. 86-510, p. 993, § 3; Acts 1990, No. 90-470, p. 677, § 2; Acis 1995, No. $5-494, § 1))

The 1995 amendment, effective July 27, 1995, deleted subdivision (23); added subdivision (84);, and made

“the provisions of" preceding “this article” Hhroughout the nonsubstantive changes.
section; substituted “but” for “provided, however” in

§ 15-23-6, Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission—Annual report required.

The commission shall pubiish annually a report showing the fiscal ransactions of the commission for the preceding
year, the amount of the accumulated cash and securities of the commission and a balance sheet showing the financiat
condition of the commission by means of an actuarial evaluation of the assets and fiabilities of the commission. (Acts 1984,
No. 84-658, p. 1308, § 6.)

§ 15-23-7. Audit of financial affairs of commissicn authorized.

The Director of the Department of Examiners of Public Accounts shalt at teast once a year and at such other times as
such director shall deem appropriate cause to be performed a detaited audit of the financiat affairs of the commission and
shaft promptly notify the appropriate grand jury as to any possible viotations of law. (Acts 1984, No. 84-658, p. 1308, § 7.)

§ 15-23-8. Compensation for economic oss resulting from criminal conduct-—Authorized; procedure.

(a) The commission may award compensation for economic inss arising from criminally injurious conduct if
satisfied by a preponderance of the evidence that the recuirements for compensation have been met.

(b)  The commission shall hear and determine ail matters relating to claims for compensation, and shall have the
power to reinvestigate or reopen claims without regard to statutes of limitation.

) The commission shall have the power to subpoena wilnesses, compel their attendance, require the
production of records and other evidence, administer caths or affirmations, conduct hearings and receive refevant
evidence. (Acts 1984, No. 84-658, p, 1308, § 8)

§ 15-23-9. Compensation for economic foss resulting from criminal conduct—Collaterat source contribution not
required.

The cormmission shall not require any claimant to seek or accept any collateral source contribution, unitess the ¢laimant
was receMng or was entitled to receive such benefits prior to the occurrence giving rise to the claim under the provisions
of this article; provided, however, no applicant shall be denied compensation solely because such applicant is entitled to
income from a coifateral source. (Acts 1984, No. 84-658, p. 1308, § 9.)

§ 15-23-10. Compensation for economic loss resulting from criminal conduct—Hearing required generally;
procedure In contested cases; settliement by consent order, etc.

(a) Every party to a cisim shall be afforded an opportunity to appear and be heard and to offer evidence and
argument on any issue retevant to the claim, and to examine witnesses and offer evidence in reply to any matter of an
evidentiary nature in the record relevant to the claim. ,

® I a contested case, all parties shall be afforded an opportunity for hearing after reasonable notice pursuant
to regulations promulgated by the commission. A record of the proceedings of the hearing in & contested case shail be
madle and shalt be transcribed upon request of any party who shall pay transcription costs unless otherwise ordered by
the commission.

(¢)  The commission may, without & hearing, settfe a claim by stipulation, agreed settlement, consent order or
default. (Acts 1984, No. 84-658, p, 1308, § 10.)

§ 15-23-11. Filing claim under article constitutes waiver of physician-patient privilege.

(@  Any person filing a claim under the provisions of this articie shall be deemed to have walved any physician-
patient privilege as to communications or records relevant to an issue of the physical, mental or emctional conditions of
the claimant.

) ff the mental, physical or emotionat condition of a claimant is materiat to & claim, the commission upon physical
" examination may order an autopsy of a deceased victim, The order shall specify the time, place, manner, conditions and



scope of the examination or autopsy and the person by whom it is to be made. The order shali also require the person
to file with the commission a detailed written report of the examination or autopsy. The report shall set out the fincdlings of
the person making the report, incliding results of ail tests made, diagnoses, prognoses and other conclusions and reports
of earlier examinations of the same conditions.

© The commission, Wpon recuest, shall furnish the victim a copy of such report. If the victim is deceased, the
commission, on request, shall furnish a copy of the report to the claimant.

(ch The comemission may require the claimant to supply any additional medical or psycholodical reports available
refating to the injury or death for which compensation is claimed. (Acts 1984, No. 84-658, p. 1308, § 11.)

Collateral references—Pphysicians tort fisbility for
unauthorized disciosure of confidential information aboout
patient. 48 ALR4th 668,

§ 15-23-12. When compensation not awarded, diminished etc.; reconsideration of award.

(&) Compensation shaft not be awarded in any of the following circumstances:

(1) A claim has been fiied with the commission iater than one year after the injury or death upon which the
claim is pased, unless the commission finds there was good cause for the failure to fite within that time.

(®) To a claimant who was the offender or an accomplice of the offender or who encouraged or in any
way participated in the criminally injurious conduct.

{3} If the award would unjustly benefit the offender or accomplice of the offender.

(4) The criminally injurious conduct resulting in Injury or death was reported 10 a law enforcement officer
later than 72 hours after its occurrence, unless the commission finds there was good cause for the failure to report
within that time.

(o)  Compensation otherwise payable to a ciaimant may be diminished or denied to the extent that the economic

foss is recouped from collaterat sources; or the extent that the degree of responsibility for the cause of the injury or

death is attributable to the victim as determined by the commission.

() The commission, upon finding that the claimant or victim has not fully cooperated with appropriate law
enforcement agencies, may derny, withdraw, or reduce an award of compensation.

{(d)  The commission, on its own metion or on request of the claimant, may reconsider a decision granting or
denying an award or determining its amount. An order on reconsideration of an award shall not require a refund of
amounts previously paid, unless the award was obtained by fraud. The right of reconsideration does not affect the finaiity
of a commission decision for the purpose of judiciat review. (Acts 1984, No. 84-658, p. 1308, § 12; Acts 1990, No. 90-
470, p. 677, § 3; Acts 1995, No. 95-494, p. 994, § ¢; Act 98-492, § 1)

The 1998 amendment effective May 1, 1998, in ‘(1) That” for “that”, substituted (@) OfF for “or to the extent

subsection (@) inserted “in any of the following circumstances”,
in subdlivision (1) substituted “A claim” for "Uniess the claim” and
substituted “based, unless” for “based or”, in subdivisions (1)
and {4) substituted “later than™ for “within®; in subdivision (4)
substituted “The criminally”™ for “Unless the criminally” and

that” and inserted “is” following “death”; and made
nonsubstantive changes.

Code Commissioner's Notes. - Act 98-499, which
amendied this section and was approved by the Governor on
May 1, 1998, provided that the act “shall become operative on

substituted  “occurrence, unless the commission”  for the first day of the third month following its enactment.”

“occurrence or the commission”; in subsection (b) substituteed

§ 15-23-13. Award not contingent on prosecution or conviction of offender; effect of proof of conviction;
suspension of proceedings under article.

Except as provided eisewhere in this articie, an award may be made whether or not any person is prosecuted or
corvicted, Proof of conviction of a person whose acts give rise to & claim is conclusive evidence that the crime was
committed, uniess an application for rehearing, an appeal of the conviction or certiorar is pending, or a rehearing or new
trial has been ordered. The commission may suspend the proceedings pending disposition of criminal prosecution that
has been commenced or is imminent, but may make a tentative award under this section. (Acts 1984, No. 84-658, p.
1308, § 13.)

§ 15-23-14. Award of compensation subrogates commission to rights of ciaimant as to collateral source; funds
recovered from collaterat source held in trust for commission; disposition of trust funds; notice of
action to recover damades; restitution hearings.

(@) If compensation i awarded, the cormmission shali be subrogated to all the rights of a ciaimant to receive or recover
from a coflaterat source to the extent that compensation was awarded. .
() In the event the claimant recovers compensation, other than under the provisions of this articie, for injuries or death
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resuiting from criminaily injurious conduct, the ciaimant shalt retain, as trustee for the commission, so much of the recovered
funds as necessary to reimourse the Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Fund to the extent that compensation was
awarded to the claimant from that fund. The funds retained in trust shall be promptly paid over to the commission and
deposited in the Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Fund.

Whenever the commission shall deem # necessary to protect, maintain or enforce the commission’s right to
subrogation or to exercise any of its powers or to carry out any of its duties of responsibiities the commission may initiate
legal proceedings or intervene in legal proceedings.

(c) if a claimant initiates any legai proceeding to recover restitution or damages reiated to the criminally injurious
conduct upon which compensation s claimed or awarded, the claimant shall give the commission written notice within
15 days of the filing of the action. The commission may intervene in the proceeding as @ compilainant to recover the
compensation awarded. If a claimant fails to give such written notice to the commission within the stated time pericd, or
prior to any attemnpt by claimant to reach a negcotiated settlement of claims for recovery of damages related to the criminally
injurious conduct, the commission’s right of subrogation to receive or recover funds from claimant, to the extent that
compensation was awarded by the commission, shall not be reduced i any amount or percentage by the costs incurred
by claimant attributable to such legat proceedings or settlement; inciuding, but not limited to, attorney’s fees, expert
witness fees, investigative costs or cost of court. If such notice is given, attorney fees may be awarded in an amount not
to exceed 15 percent of the amount subrogated to the commission.

(d) Whenever compensation is awarded to a claimant who is entitied to restitution from & criminal defendant, the
commission may initiate restitution hearings in such criminal proceedings or intervene in the same. The commiission shall be
entitled to receive restitution in such proceedings to the extent that compensation was awarded. The commission shall be
subrogated to ail the rights and remedies of such claimant for the collection of restitution to the extent compensation was
awarded; provided however, the commission shalt be exempt from the payment of any fees or other charges for the
recording of restitution orders in the offices of the judiges of probate. (Acts 1984, No. 84-658, p. 1308, § 14; Acts 1986,
No. 86-510, p. 993, § 4; Acts 1990, No. 90-470, p. 677, § 4.)

Collateral references.—Civil action for damages under (RICO) for losses from racketeering activity. 69 AlR4th 654,
state Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Acts

§15-23-15. Amount and method of compensation; future economic ioss generaily; exemption from state and
focal taxes, etc.

(a) Compensation for work loss, replacement services foss, dependent’s economic loss, and dependent’s
replacement service loss may not exceed four hundred dotlars ($400) per week.

(b)  Compensation payable to a victim and to all other claimants sustaining economic lass because of injury to or
death of that victim may not exceed fifteen thousand doilars ($15,000) in the aggregate.

{c) The commission may provide for the payment to a claimant in a lump sum or in instaliments. At the request of
the claimant, the commission may convert future economic loss, other than aliowable expense, to a iump sum, but only
upon a finding by the commission of either of the following:

(1) That the award in a lump sum will promote the interests of the claimant; or

(2)  That the present vaiue of ail future economic ioss, other than aliowable expense, does not exceed five

thousand dollars ($5,000.00).

(d)  An award payable in instaliments for future economic loss may be made only for a period as to which the
commission can reasonably determine future economic ioss. An award payable in instaliments for future economic ioss
may be modified by the commission upon its findings that a material and substantial change of circumstances has occurred.

(&) An award shail not be subject to state or municipal taxation or to execution, attachment, or garnishment,
except as the same may pertain to an obligation for the support of dependent children or as the same may pertain to a
creditor which has provided products, services, or accommodations, the costs of which are included in the award.

4 An assignment by the claimant to any future award undler the provisions of this article is unenforceable, except
any of the following assignments:

(1) An assignment of any award for work loss to assure payment of court-ordered chitd support.

(2)  An assignment of any award for allowable expense to the extent that the benefits are for the cost of
products, services, or accommeodations necessitated by the injury or death on which the claim is based and are
provided or to be provided by the assignee. (Acts 1984, No. 84-658, p. 1308, § 15; Acts 1990, No. 90-470, p. 677,
§ 5 Act 98-492, § 1.

The 1998 amendment, effectve May 1, 1998, in “support; or” for “support.”, in subdivision (2) inserted “an”
subsection (a) substituted “four hundred ($400)" for preceding “allowable”; and made nonsubstantive changes.
“$200.007, in subsection (b) substituted “fifteen thousand Code Commissioner’s Notes. - Act 98-49%, which
dollars {($15.000)" for "$10,000.00%; in subsection (©), in amended this section and was approved by the Governor on

" subdivision () substituted "five thousand doliars ($5,000)" for May 1, 1998, provided that the act “shali become operative on
“$3,000.00%; in subsection (f) inserted “any of the following the first day of the third month following #s enactment.”

assignments” following “except”, in subdivision (1) substituted
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§ 15-23-16. Alabama Crime Victim Compensation Fund; created; purposes; composition, administered or
managed by commission,

(a) There is hereby estabiished a special fund to be known as the Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Fund.

(6)  The fund shall be placed under the management or administration of the Alabama Crime Victims Compensation
Commission for purposes of providing compensation or other benefits to crime victims and for purmposes of implementing
this articie.

) The fund shalt consist of all moneys collected or received by the Alabama Crime Victims Compensation
Commission from any source.

()  The commission shalt have controt of the funds not inconsistent with this articie and with the laws of Alabarma.

(e) Al moneys of the commission shalt be covered into the State Treasury or deposited in a special trust account
and may be withdrawn therefrom by vouchers or check signed by the chair of the commission pursuant to authorization
given by the commissicner. All investments of moreys in the fund shall be either deposited with the State Treasurer for
safekeeping upon receipt of the State Treasurer therefor or deposited with the bank in a custodial account. The
commission shatl have authority (0 expend moneys in the fund in accordance with this article and to invest any moneys
so received pending other needs therefor in any investments which are egal investments for insurance companies under
the laws of the state.

) No memper of the commission shall have any interest in the investments or receive any commission with
respect thereto.

) It shall be the duty of the commission to keep detailed permanent records of al expenditures and
disbursements from the fund.

{(h)  The commission is authorized to accept and use funds available fo it from all sources, such as grants,
approprations, gifts, donations, and other sources for purpeses of implementing this article.

0] The commission may not award any moneys for the six months immediately following passage of this article.

{3 The cormmission may not award or promise to award more moneys than are available in the fund.

k) The commission shall not spend more than 25 percent of its funds for acministrative costs.

(Acts 1984, No. 84-658, p. 1308, § 16; Acts 1995, No. 95-494, § 3)

The 1995 amendment, effective July 27, 1995, deleted “‘deposited with” in the second sentence of subsection (e);
“the provisions of” preceding “this article” throughout this deleted "any” following "interest in” in subsection (f); and made
section; substituted "not inconsistent” for "as shall not be nonsubstantive changes.

inconsistent” in subsection (d), deleted "any” following

§ 15-23-17. Assessment of additional costs and penalties; coliection and disposition of additional assessments,
etc.

(&) In ail criminal and quasi-criminat proceedings for the viclation of laws of the state or municipat ordinances
which are tried in any court or tribunal in this state, wherein the defendant is adjudged guilty or pleads guitty, or is
aciudicated a juvenile delinquent or youshful offender, or whergin a bond is forfeited and the result of the forfeiture is a
final disposition of the case or wherein any penalty is imposed, there is imposed an additional cost of court in the amount
of two doilars ($2) for each traffic infraction, ten dollars ($10) in each proceeding where the offense constitutes a
misdlemeanor and/or a violation of a municipal ordinance other than traffic infractions, and fifieen doliars ($15) in each
proceeding where the offense constitutes a felony, but there shall be no additional costs imposed for violations relating
to parking of vehicles.

The amaount of ait costs shait be remitted by the person or authority collecting the costs to the chair of the commission
on the tenth day of each month next succeeding that in which the cost is paid. It shail be the duty of the clerk or other
authority collecting the court costs to keep accurate records of the amounts due the commission for the benefit of the
fund under this section.

{o)  In addition to the imposition of any other costs, penatties, or fines imposed pursuant to law, any person
convicted or pleading guilty to a felony or a misdemeancr or a vioiation for which the person is adjudicated a juvenite
delinquent, or a youthful offender, shaif be ordered to pay a victim compensation assessment of not fess than fifty dollars
($50), nor more than fen thousand doliars ($10,000), for each feiony for which the person convicted or adjudicated
and not less than twenty-fve dollars ($25.00), nor more than one thousand dollars {$1,000.00), for each misclemeanor
or violation for which the person was convicted, adiudicated, or otherwise disposed of when the court orders that costs
be paid. . I imposing this penalty, the court shalt consider factors such as the severity of the crime, the prior criminal
record, and the ability of the defendant to pay, as well as the economic impact of the victim compensation assessment
on the dependents of the defendant. Any person adjudicated a juvenile delinquent shall be ordered to pay a victim
compensation assessment of not less than twenty-five dollars ($25), nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), for
each adjudication, regardiess of the underlying charge, but the assessment or penalty authorized by this subsection shall
not be assessed or collected for any conservation, forestry, or water safety offense, nar any traffic offense, except those




that are punishable as a felony offense or invoive the operation or actual physical control of any vehicle while intoxicated
or under the influence of drugs, or reciless driving. ¥ a court fails to specifically impose an assessment required by this
section, the clerk of court shall automatically assess a victim compensation assessment in the minimum amount provided
herein. The additional assessment or penalty shall be collected by the clerk of court insuring that the first twenty-five
doltars ($25) of each felony assessment and twelve dallars and fifty cents (312.50) of each misdemeancr shall be
promptly paid over to the commission, The second twenty-five dollars (325) of each fetony assessment and twelve
dollars and fifty cents ($12.50) of each misdlemeanor assessment shail be promptly paid to the Office of Prosecution
Services. Any victim assessment fees ordered above the minimum shall be paid to the commission fund.

© The Office of Prosecution Services shall create a Victim Services Fund and the assessments received oy the
Office of Prosecution Senvices shall be deposited into the Victim Services Fund.  The funds received by the Office of
Prosecution Services shalt be distibuted by the Executive Committee of the Alabama District Attorneys Association o the
various district attorneys’ offices to employ a minimum of one full-time victim service officer in each circuit and 1o provide
other direct services to victims as needed. (Acts 1984, No. 84-658, p. 1308, § 17; Acts 1986, No. 86-510, § 5; Acts
1990, No. 90-470, p. 677, § &; Acts 19395, No. 95-494, § 4)

The 1995 amendment, effective July 27, 1995, in
subsection (), in the first paragraph, inserted “or is adjuclicated
a juvenite delincuent or youthful offender” and substituted
“but” for “provided, however that”; in subsection (), In the
first sentence inserted “or a violation for which the person is
adjudicated a juvenile delinquent, or youthful offender”
inserted “or adjudicated,” inserted "or violation,” and inserted
“adiudicated,” added the present third and fourth sentences,
substituted “insuring that” for "imposing the same and” in the
present fifth sentence; and made nonsubstantive changes.

The words “severtty of the crime” contempilate that some
crimes are more reprehensible than others and that they
produce greater emotional suffering and societal  disdain;
therefore, the trigl judge was authorized to consider the fact
that the crime was “severe” because of its noneconomic impact
upon family, fiends and society. Ex parte Lewis, 556 So. d 370
(Ala. 1989).

List not exhaustive. — Although the legislature specifically
isted several factors that a sentencing judge should consider,
this list is not exhaustive. Ex parie Lewis, 556 So. 2d 370 (Ala.
1989),

Authorization to impose both fine and assessment. — The

assessment under that Crime victims Compensation Act and that
the total amount of the fine and assessment does not corstitute
an "excessive fine” since the $10,000 assessment and the
$3,000 fine are ooth authorized, under the provisions of this
section and § 13A-5-11, respectively, Ex parte Lewis, 556 So.
@d 370 (Ada. 1989).

Where both the fine and the assessment imposed upon the
appellant were within the statutory imits, the total amount
imposed did not constitute an “excessive fine.” Garner v. State,
606 So. 2d 177 (Ada. Crim. App. 1999).

The Legislature has the power to authorize both a fine and
as assessment under the provisions of the Alabama Crime
Victims Compensation Act, and that the amount of this
particuiar assessment is not “excessive.” Ex parte Lewds, 556 So.
2t 370 (Ala. 1989).

Where defendant charged before amendment but
sentence after amendment — Where defendant was charged
with misdemeanor prior to effective date of the 1990
amendment, but was sentenced after amendment tock effect,
cefendant could not be ordered to pay victim compensation
assessment. Taylor v. State, 586 So. 2d 964 (Ala. Uim. App.
1991).

trial judge was authorized to impose both a fine and an

§ 15-23-18. Penalties—Influence peddling.

(a) Any person who confers, offers, or agrees 1o confer anything of value upon a member, agent or employee of
the Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission with the intent that such member’s or agent’s or empioyee’s vote,
opinion, judgment or exercise of discretion or other action in such member’s or agent's or employee’s official capacity
will thereby be influenced shall be quitty of a Class B felony.

(b)  Any member, agent or employee of the Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission who shall solicit,
accept, or agree to solicit or accept anything of value upon an agreement or understanding that such member’s or agent’s
or employee’s vote, opinion, judgment or exercise of discretion or other action as such member, agent, or employee will
thereby be influenced shall be gquitty of a Class B felony.

<) ft shall not be a defense to a prosecution under this section that the member, agent or employee sought to
be infiuenced was not qualified to act in the desired way because of a lack of jurisdiction or for any other reason. (Acts
1984, No. 84-658, p. 1308, § 18.)

Collateral references. — Civil action for damages under
state Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Acts

(RICQ) for tosses from racketeering activity. 62 ALR4th 654,

§ 15-23-19. Penaltles—Failure of commission member to disciose conflict of interest.

(8) A member, agent or employee of the Alabama Cime Victims Compensation Commission commits the crime
of failing to disclose a conflict of interest if such member, agent or employee exercises any discretionary function in
connection with a commission contract, purchase, payment or other pecuniary transaction pertaining to the commission
without advance public disclosure of a known potential conflicting interest in the transaction.

(o) A “potential conflicting interest” exists, but is not fimited to, when the member, agent or employee of the
commission is a director, president, general manager or similar executive officer, or owns directly or indirectly & substantal




portion of any nongovernmental entity oarticipating in the transaction.
{cy Public disclosure shall mean a pubdiic anncuncement and written notification o the Attorney General.
(s} Failing fo disclose & conflict of interest is a Class C felony. {Acts 1984, No. B4-658, p. 1308, § 19.)

§ 15-23-20. Penaities-—aAlteration of commission records, etc.

Any mermber, agent or employee of the Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission who shall inowingly make
a false entry or falsely alter any commission record; or who shall intentionally destroy, mutilate, conceal, remove or
otherwise impair the verity or avallability of any commission record with the knowledge of a lack of authority to do so; or
wha shall possess a record of the commission and refuse to deliver up such record upon proper request of a person
lawfully entitled to receive the same shall be quilty of a Class C felony. (Acts 1984, No. 84-658, p. 1308, § 20.)

§ 15-23.21. Penalties——Furnishing false information; fallure to disclose material fact, etc.

(a) Ary person who shall knowingly furnish any false information to the Alabama Gime Victims Compensation
Commission or to any member, agent or employee thereof with the intent to defraud the said commission; or with the
intent to obtain an award of compensation for a person not entitled to receive the same shall be quilty of a Class C felony.

(e}, Any person who shall knowingly fail or omit to disclose a material fact or circumstance to the Alabama Crime
Victims Compensation Commission or to any member, ‘agent or employee thereof which is material to a claim for an award
of compensation with the intent to defraud the commission or with the intent to cause a person to cbtain or receive an
award of compensation to which such person is not entitled shall be guily of a Class C felony. (Acts 1984, No. 84-658,
p. 1308, § 21)

§ 15-23-22. Penalties—Unauthorized control over money or securities of commission.

(a) Any person who shall knowingly obtain or exert any unauthorized control over any money or securities held
on behalf of or in trust for the Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission with intent to deprive such commission
of such money or securities shall be gquilty of a Class C felony. )

(o) - Any person who shall knowingly cbtain by deception any control over any maney or secunties held on behalf
of or in trust for the Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission with intent to deprive such commission of such
money or securities shall e guilty of a Class C felony. (Acts 1984, No. 84-658, p. 1308, § 22.)

§ 15-23-23. Certain persons deemed ineligible for compensation.

Any person who shall perpetrate any criminally injurious conduct on the person of another or who shall be convicted
of a felony after making spplication to the Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission for compensation shall not
be eligitle or entitled to receive compensation pursuant to any provision of this article. (Acts 1984, No., 84-658, p. 1308,
§ 230
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By Dan Eddy, Executive Director

“Raogponaibility

National Association of Crime Victim Compensation Boards

I once met members of a
large extended family in a poor
rural area, whose matriarch had
been kited in a senseless act of
violence. They were having
difficulty dealing emotionally with
her loss-this woman who had
been the center of their lves, the
tie to their family’s past and
traditions. Compounding their
loss, was the monthly bl from the
funeral home, which they could
not pay, and represented not
anly a monetary burden for them,
but also a constant reminder of
her loss. As Christmas
approached, family members
faced a choice between buying
toys for their children or paying
off the funerat bill.

No one had toid them about
crime victim compensation.
Fortunately, several months after
the homicide, the victim’s
daughter spotted a poster in the
local post office, telling her to
contact the compensation
program for help. Orge she
made the call, the funeral bill was
paid with enough money to buy a
headstone. Almost overnight, a
huge load was taken off the
family, helping them to move on
with their lives while preserving
the memory of their loved one.

Crime victim compensation is
good news for crime victims.
Every state in the country
operates a program that can
cover the medical expenses,
counseling costs, lost wages,
funeral bilis, and a range of other
losses for victims, And it's a
resource that every victim service
provider, police officer and
prosecutor, and anyone eise who
works daily with victims can use

literalty to help save and restore
lives.

Teling victims atbout crime
victim compensation is everyoneg's
responsibility. it's a special duty
of every prcfessional who works
with victims. Compensation
programs depend almost entirely
on peopie working in victim
service programs, especialy law
enforcement programs, to let
victims know that the program
exists. Compensation programs
have found that while various
outreach efforts, such as
distributing brochures and

Ot's when someone becomes a
viekim, and is actually facing
questions telating to the costs
of cxime, that he ox she neede

to hear about compensation.

broadcasting PSAS, can increase
awareness, most peopie don't
retain information that they don't
currently need. It's when
someone becomes a victim, and
is actuadly facing questions relating
to the costs of crime, that he or
she needs to hear about
compensation.

A victim service provider
doesn't have to be an expert
about the details of
compensation-though it certainly
helps to know as much as
possible about eligibility
requirements and benefits.
Simply telling the victim that the
program exists can make a huge
difference. Helping the victim fill

out an application form is even
better. Service providers in
VOCA-funded victim assistance
programs should know that they
are mandated, as a condition of
their program receiving federal
money, to provide information
and assistance in filing for crime
victim compensation. Assistance
programs need to oe sure that
this mandate is fully honored.

What specifically can the
victim service provider do to
make sure that victims get every
chance they can to access
financial help? Here are some
ideas:

1. Ask the victim about financial
losses.

Q. Tell the victm about
compensation.

3. Help the victim apply for
benefits.

4. Follow-up with the program.

5. folow-up with the victim.

6. Be patient

Compensation programs are
grateful for the help victim service
providers can provide. They
know that without their assistance,
most victims of violence would
never know that financial help is
available. Please continue to help
victims by teliing them about this
important resource for recovery.
And don't hesitate to get in touch
with the compensation program
in your state to get more
information and improve your
ability to assist victims through the

" process.

An excerpt from The National Center for Victims of Gime
Volume 13, Number 4



one
L e
every 15 seconds !
MURDER
every 23 minutes
1.3 one
ADULT WOMEN ROBBERY

ARE RAPED every 51 seconds

I ity

one
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT
overy 28 seconds

r one
PROPERTY CRIME

ALCOHOL-RELATED
TRAFFIC CRASHES
per day in 1994 3

45 15— rarcei-muerr

every 3 seconds
\ \}

[/

one
T E DREN ARE BURGLARY
REPORTED ABUSED dvecy 12 sacands
AND NEGLECTED .
IN AMERICA ' o
every minute + MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT

SOURCES: Latt column, fop 0 bobian: 1. See for discussion. John Schwarte's article. Washington Post, March 27, 1995, p. Ad;
2. Nationa Victim Cenler and Crime Victims Research cnwi Tatment Center, 1992; 3. Mothers Against Drunk Doving, 1995
4. Based on National Committes for Prevention of Child Alvuse daia, 1995. 5. Al statstics in the right cctumn are detived from
the Federal Bureat of Investigation's Crime in the United States, 1994

National ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA
‘ Victim Cetter  xew vorx, New YoRK
A 1985-199%

A DECADE OF SERVICE



&

b '

Evhibit &

[

Judicial Circuits |
in Alabama

T -



P

L -




g fre

ot

e,

esoment’

e i




